John Carter Brown. 


sf 


DY 


f} 


d 


ln Ll lng p at cea NR NY 


\ 


d X x ra x ‘ ‘ ‘ a 
, i OF Sat Sa ba Senet. a L. ~ 
1 iy or 4 > 
" ; is > i :, : 
y ; $ j 
' i 4 , f “i 1 
a ’ < 4 * , 
; ; i 
st e / ’ ‘ ip 
_ ‘ 4 i 
' 5 t 
‘ i y { 
; / : 
f * J ™ 


R > * 
} » | 1 } 
> , . ] v 
- "4 , ry 
" , 3 
: # 
‘ iz q 
\ 
- bs 
‘ ee ’ 
§ Fy \ 
\ . % x 
2 ie3 if 
- 
, oe 4 ’ mn / , 
\ \ . i 
\ . Ls ’ e - ~ 
> \ 
. ! « 
2 \ * 4 
2 Seen oe 
’ / . és 
Z i 
\ 4 i 
* . . a 
Aw “4 ~ 
2 . A » 
ae “ , + 
x ‘ toy 
? ( . oy a . n re H 
} > £ 7 « i 
pe « " c “ : 
i, Yi % ae ee Be sy 
oe ‘ Te i. if 
™% i - 7 \ 
rf : . ‘ P\ 
= ‘ = ete ait : 
rae | he e s be ; 
* Patad | t Pos ee 8 x > 4 
y _ A 4 Fee y + Pere od ! . 
rs i : - Mer ag 
‘ x Me a J 
“ ’ a ¥ “ . 
—“— . % we By) banal ~ 
Poy / 4 3 - 
. a ‘ ™ } — * 
: ; a 
es wm ‘ > 2 
" 
6 % | nf 
% ‘ * 
¢ ‘ § 
i 
¥ fa \ : 
ym : + ‘ e 
malig fe 
we ie a -*, 
> % bd o 4 
ira gleay - 3 ¢ . Ka £ 
sh ‘ i x 
+ 4 y ! ’ 
Pie ae \ : iy 
. ‘ i s 
a . § tanh . a % gf 
P 5 2 * 
om | y } ¥ 
‘ \ : | : 
| 
, rk * / 
a2% ‘ j 
) ‘ e j 
- f ey “ws é = ’ 


AF LG 


A A Lf fi 


sees gsegese ects 


‘Have diligently perufed this Treatife, 
(called Vindicia ( lavium) and percei- 
ving thatthe judicious Avuthour hath ex- 
aétly performed what he undertakes, I 


cannot but conceive it will conduce very 


much to the ending of our Vachriftian 


Contentions concerning Church. © 


Government, the fetling of fome that _ 
waver, and reclaiming of fome that are: 


; il lead. and a ci 


| Imprimatur 


LA. Chaneony a8 


. 4 Jae ‘Fuly 4, 1645 2 


———— 


-O R, | 
V indication of the Keres of the iene 


dome of Heaven, into the hands ot 
the right Owners. 


Being fome Animadverfions upon a Traty of 
Mr. 1.C. called, Te Keyes of the K ing- 
dome of Heaven. 


Asalfo upon Vinotbet Tra& of his, called, Te wey of the 
Churches of N sw -En GLAXD. 


' Manifefting ; 
1. The weaknefle of bss proefes. 
2. The Contradi@ions te himfelfe, and others 
3. The Middle- way (focalled) of ro ss asan to he the Exe 
treme,er By-way of the Brownifis. | 


ees 


I ectesa beeen 


By an earneft well. wither ro the Truth. 


‘Tun. 6.16. Stand ye in the wayes,fec and acke for the ol pathes, 
Hi where ss the geod way,and walke therein. 


| LON | 
ef Printed ie 7.H. for Peter whalepnd 5 are to be fold in roy: Lane, ¥ 
at the Signe ofthe Gaw. 1645- 
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READER. * ne 


Tr2Q,called, Uhe way. of the. 
Churches. of Chrift in New-~ 
Eneland,do fay, Thas we bave long 
4 called for a fuller Declaration of 
© ghemfelves. For all that hath as yet 
bin publilbed,bath not fatisfied our expethation,Nor do 
we think them able to fatisfie any unprejudiced man. L be 
32.Queftions, The Apologeticall Narration, Lhe. 
Realons of the diffenting Brethren, “ibe way of the 
Charches,¢sc, Now by them publi(bed, bave all been 
anfwered ,; which yet thefe Brethren taks wo notice of. 
The Keyes are now tn queftion, in the-follo wing aif- 
cotir[e;hove well they doe fit the words in T he way de/- 
 eribed, or bow furable they are to the parties allowed to. 
speare them. ‘There is one thing very fufpicious That 
the Brethren doe wot agree among themfelves, ne 
a ade gee ule: 
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a ufe Atideppplication of them: For rho (6 two Brethren tell i 


ws intheir Bpiftle, That chey hold with the Chor- 


ches of New-England, yer it & evident they agree 
not with their Author, in The way : For they profel[e, 


That they doe not yet fuily clofe with fome ex. 
preflions, pafsim, (frequent) in the Booke, before 
-fome of which, (belike there ave more) they min- 


- ded it,to note a Starin the Margin. Thisthey could 
not but fay and doe (pace tanti Aurboris) or they 
could notaffertthe Booke. ‘And will this (atisfe any 


indifferent Reader? Inthe Title page; they promife us 
-afull declaration of the Church-way in_all pacti- 
culars, But in the fecond page of their Epiftle, they tel 
#5, They doe not clofe with fome exprefsions in 
the Book; And there are wo leffe chanten Stars affixed 
in the margine of the Booke 5 ‘wherein they intimate; 
they cannot affert the Booke. Of the /ame mindeare 


the other two Brethren, rhe Prefacers to the Keyes 5. 
and thatnot in bare exprefions but in Dotlrinall affer- 


tions. Etow {bould {uch Tratts farisfie us, when them- 


felves are not fatisfiéd? And no marycll,for thofe Bree * 


thren in their Apologeticall Narration,doe( wilély) 


profe(fe, they keep a relerve open,to alter sheirjndeen 


_ msents, upon.ocenfion of New-light. Befides this, its 
evident, that the Author of the Keyes, does directly 
| | ean COR= 


a nh enl d L  , 


: Tothe READER, © 
contradiéé the Authour, of T he way,tbat és,himlelf, 
which, when Ihave pleaded to Jome friends of bis, 1 
—— bavebeen told,thae be bath altered bis judgement,fince 

he writ The way, in many particulars. J bave beard 
indeed be hath often altered bis judgement fince bewent 
to New-England + But I cannot well beleeve ttin | 
this ; because the Prefacers to The way, bring ws bis zpp3. 
owne *words,in a Letter newly written. comming to their — ' 
hands,when their Epifile was in the Preffe ; wherein be 
—— affirmes, Thar there is not a jot of difference in any” 
 Do&tine of Divinity, or Church pradife, So 
- Mr. (otton,in his LettertoMt.R.M. If it be true, 
that be bath altered his opinion fince be writ the Way, 
they barve done him wrong to publi(hit,after the Keyes, 
——- pherein the alteration is; If be bave not,they would be 
_-yequefted toreconcile bim to bimfelfe.For 1 find he doth 
as flatly contradict bimjelfe, as ever any. man did.\ sill 
inflance but in one place. (andleave the rest to the fol- - 
lowing Difcour{e.)In the Keyes ,page 4. be fayes, The 
eyes Were delivered to Peter,asan Apoftle,as an 
Elder,and as a Beleever. The fenje of the ‘words(layes: 
he) will be-moft full,if all the feverall confiderations be 
~~ taken joyntly together. Putin The way,page27, be 
_ fages, The power of the Keyes is given to the © 
@hurch, to Perer, notasan Apoftls, notas an El- 
1 es bine der, 
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‘der, but as xpiofett Beleever.in thename of Bele om 
vers,&c. Is net this a flat contraisthion 2 2 and yer the 
S Prefacets eeme to approve it, for they fer no Starve 
in the margine.] {hall leave it to them to reconcile. How. 
juftly then may we call for'a fuller Declaration? and 
how veri doe the Brethren quarrel us for calling — 
“” forit 2 Doe not they themjelves promife us yet a fule 
Ter Treatife ofthe {ame Subje&, with amplier de- 


- monftrations, by joynt confent of the Churches of 


Oldand New-England @ Thats it chat we expett ; 
the joynt-con{ent of the Churches and Brethren ; for 


their inconfancy, and difference in we bath 
caufed, as our non-fatisfa@ion , fo our juff lamenta- 


tion, That they [bould rend a poore-rent-already. 


Church into peeces, by fetting up the practife of a New 


way; and not be agreed of the platforme whereby they “a 


prattife. There ave(as 1 touched before )no lelje then ten 
_feverall Stars, affixed bythefe Brethren’: . wherein, t 
(ould concei'v they differ pid their Aithour(éf nor 


their Matter‘ not in bare exprelsions. but in the Do. 


&trine there delivered, as pageas. © VVherher the 
‘Church hath power to proceed again all ber Off- 


cers if they be culpable.in bereticall Dottrine,ov fcanda- 


lous crime: The Authour holds the affirmative 5 they 
[eeme to hold the ial te oT pages 3. VVhe- 
‘her 
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ther a Church may confift of leffe thanfeven,p.55- 
- VVhether confefsion of finnes, and profelsion of 
faith be neceflary for a member admitred,page 68. 


VVhether fitting atthe Sacrament,have a Symbo- 


Jicallufe (made by Chrift hinalelfe) to teach the 


Church their Mayjoricy over their Minifters in 


{ume cafes, ec Iu thefe andthe reft we are unfatisfied, 
and theje Brethren may doe wellto declare their judge- 


mentin their faller Treatile promifed. This aifagree- 


ment among) themjeleves;is pre\sdtctous C0 their-caufe 


and way,to thofe that are judicious that are not for 


so the words of any Maller, but Chrifi,much more, when 


the Jame perfon is not at agreement with bimfelfwhich, 


if it be woe the cafe of the Authour of the Keyes, 1° 


referre to the judgement of the indifferent Reader, - 
phenbe barbread the following Difcour{e, | 
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- Animadverfions upon the Brethrens. _ 
. +  Epiftle to the Reader, | 


»'T is indeed the great controverfie of the times, 

2 [phat is the compleat [ubjedt of Church-power, — 
or the power of the Keyes.\ Thefe Brethren 
fay, (perhaps truly) that the rath herein 

hath been long loft in a double extreme : 

The one was the tyranny of the Clergy (fo 

called) or rather of the Prelasy, who iogroffed all, or the 

chiefe part of that power unto themfelves, not only from 
the people, but alfo from the Paffors of particular Congre- 
gations. The other is, the Asarchy ot popularity of the 

Separatifts, ot Browniffs , (as they after call them ) who 

gave the people a place and claime tothe whole power, and | 

made the Elders fet over them; but their fervants to exercile 

chat power which was properly theirs. _ habits 
Probable itis, that 7rethmay lye in the middle, between 

thefe two extremes 3 but how co find it out, is not fo eafie. 

Our Brethren goe about it ; but, me thinks they doe not hit 

it: They fay, [Tbe Saints (ia thefe knowing Times) fis- 

ding shat the Key of knowledge hath [o far opened their hearts, 
shat they fee with their owne eyes into the [ubjphantials of god- 
hine/fe,8ec. They doe begin more thax to [n[pect phat fome fhare 
irs the Key of power (hould likewife appertaine wuto them.) 
' ne Troly | 


“Truly juft one as much as another: The Brethren fuppofe the 
_ Saintshave a {hare in the Key of Knowledge, when they fay, 
_- they fufpect they have likewife a fharein the Key of power. 


ee ETL 2 ae eae 


——- Animadverfions upon the Brerbrens.scc, 


Bat firft, they have no fhare in the Key of knowledge (which 
is, preaching and adminiftration of the Seales, as the Au- } 
thour{peaks) except pafively, asto have their hearts opened = | 
5y i¢\as the Brethrens words are:) So,nor have they any {hare 

in the Key of diag. except it be by a voluntary: (confent, in 
obedience to the Will and Rule df Chrift] asthe Auchourhim-. 
felfe [peaks,paze 15. And divers times elfewhere,as we fhall 
heare; [even an orderly (ubjection, according to the Order 6f 
the Gofpell, page 11.) Though the eruth is,fome have caken 
more upon them thanto /u/ped# they have a fhare, evento 
preckifethe Key of power, and that (through the inftrudtion 
and guidance of their Teachers; | which, how litele it comes 
fhort of the plea and practife of the other extreme, fhallere 
long appeare. For the prefent : Thefe Brethren fay, they . 
conceive [the a:(pofall of this power may lye in a due allosment 

into divers hands, according to their (everall couceraments, 
rather than in an ensive and fole traf? committed to any one 
man, or any one fort, or ranke of men, or Officers.\ Herein 
perhaps we might agree with them:ButI am furethey agree 

not with their Authour herein, who places all the power in / 
one fort of menalone ; that is, the Brethren without Off- Thewasy,fim 
cers, and givesthem leave [to elec? ordaine Officers, admit a 


- metmbers, and paffe Church: cenfures without any Officers yea to 


cenfure all their Officers. | though, we thinke, he contradicts 


~ himfelfe inthis Tra@ ot the Keyes. 


The Brethren tell us, The Authour (co whom they Pre- 
face)rakes upon him to diftribute the bounds of this power. 
And Jayes downe this as amexime; [Tht looke in whofe 
hands foever it fal. sley have it A ip ag di from Chrift , chat 

2 45. 
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¢ affertesh tobe she prime [ubjed of entire 


ef Ordination and Excommunicetion.| But 1. he needed not 
to have made fucha {uppofition, thst the Congregation hath 


a Presbytery of its owne: For if they have no Presbytery of 


their owne, he afferreth, that hey. bave the power of Ordina- 


ties and Excommunication., which is the higheft cenfure — 
within themfelves , and [want a Warrant to repaire to the 


Prefbytery of another Church for either. 2.Both he and thele 
Brethren know, that this is denyed by many, who makethe 


fibility, Peser, but atfecond hand. The Congregation con- 


- fifting of Elders and Brethren , [For as for women and chil-— 
dren, there wa fpeciall exception by a Statute: Law of Chrift,. 


againfi their enjoyment of any part of this publicke oower \(fay 


“the Brethren) which I {ce no reafon for, inregard of fome 


‘Eee ee 


 . fnimadyverfions uponthe Brethrens = 
isa regard of delegation or dependance oneach osher.\ And ° 
- thus farre we doe not diffent:, [He thes (fay they) confders — 
the power of a ris Sande , which fuppofing to bavea Prefby- 
tery of its owne, | 
power within it felfe.yea,and the fole native (ubjecd of the power 


ist Subje& of all Church- power to be the general vifible 
Church,and fecondarily the Congregation, though having a 
_ Presbytery of its owne: Asa man isthe firft fubje@ of Ri- 


part of this power, (as we fhall {ee anon) the Authour labours _ 


to fhare the intereft and power between the Elders and the 


Brethren. And he manifefts ix(lay they)by way of a parallel. - 


[ 4s in fome of ovr Townes corporate,she power ws given to 4 com- 
pany of Alacrmnen,the Ralers,and a Common. Conncel,4 Body: 
of the people. But I pray obferve the difimilitude in this 
fissilitude : His maine defigne is,to give the people a {hare in 
the Charch power of Government: But then the parallell will 
not run even.. For the Company of Aldermen, and the 
Common-Councell, are both Rulers ofthe Corporation, 


though in feverall ranks.and {ubordination : But I fuppofe, 


- neither 
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T. Epiftleto the Reader. 
< geither the Authour, nor the Brethren, can truly fay, the 
whole company of the people are Rulersin the Church, as 
- the Common-Councell is inthe Corporation. If all the 


— 


~ people be Rulers, who are the r#led? Inthe City there are 


| Aes 2 Be ewe ee Sekt 


“multitudes of people, fubje@ to the Company of Alder- 


men,and Common: Councell ; but here are all Goversours; 


or governed, The paralleil were fairely laid thus:T he Com- 


any of Aldermen, refemble the Paftors and Teachers ; 


"The Common-Councell, the Ruling-Elders (Officers of — 


another ranke; ) The Citizens befides thofe, the Brethren 


out of Office, in the Congregation. Thus all things cor- - 
‘refpond well. But they makethe Presbytery to be the Al- 
‘dermen, and the whole Body of the people to be the 


Common-Councell ; which fure they are not, what ever 


they fay ; for then the diftin@ion of Ralers and ruled is loft: 
And this appeares clearly in his application of this fimili- 
tude. [Hegives tothe Elders or Prefbytery, «binding power 


of Rule and Authority , unto the Brethren, power to cowcurre 
with then, and that (uch affaires (hould nos be tranfacted with- 


TS pe ajoynt-agreemsens of both.) What power * fuchasthe 


Common-Councell hath inthe Corporation ? thats more 


thana bare priviledge ; thats a power of Rule and Autho- 


rity,a binding power, concurring with the Aldermen ; But 


they fhould have faid: Not the Common-Councell,but the 


Common people ofa City, have fucha powerto concurre 


with the Aldermen, that fuch affaires be not tranfacted, but 
with their joynt-agreement. But this they cannot fay, and 


then the parallell will not hold, unleffe they change the 


* Common-people for the Common-Councell,thus. As the 


people of a City only cannot proceed to any publicke fen- 


“tence,unleffe they have Aldermen over them : fo,nor have 
the Aldermen power to fentence without the conten | 
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— Animadyverfions upon the Brethrens 
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be thus: As the 8rethves only cannot proceed toany publick 
cenfure without their B/ders : fo, nor have the Elders power 
to cenfure without the concurrence of the Brethren , which 
isas falfeasthe former. Indeed thefe are very parallell : As 
onthe one fide,the Common-Councell cannot doe any va- 
-Jid a@without the Aldermen ; nor the Aldermen,without | 
the Common-Councell, (unleffe there be fome referved 
- cafes) fo, as the Relimg-Elders cannot cenfure without the 
Paffor fo nor the Paffor, without the Ruling- Elders; butap- 
plyed to the Brethren, is(as inthe City,if fo it were)ro make 
the Government popular, as thofe doe, that are inthe one 
extreme, orl underftand nothing. And then, the laft claufe 
ofthe Brethren, isto be paralleld thus: Asthe Common. © 
Councell have not power of cenfuring the whole Court of 
_ Aldermen ; nor the Aldermen, the whole Common- 
Councell, though together they have power over any pat- 
ticular perfon or perfons of each : fo the Presbytery alone, 
have not power of excommunicating the whole Body of 
-the Brethren ; nor the Brethren,the Presbytery, though toe - 
gether they have power over any perfonineach : But then 
thers one thise wanting 5 The Aldermen and Common- 
-‘Councell have power overall che people of the City, as 
well as.over particular perfons amoneft themfelves, But 
in thefe Brerhrens way ; There are no other people, over 
which the Presbycery and Brethren fhould have power 5 
and {o the Scene is miflaid. Tonly note againe, That the 
Brethren and the Authour are not both of one mind: They 
fay, [The Brethren only could mot proceed to any pubiick cen- 
fares, withous they have Elders over them, nor retro: | But 
whetherhefay, (The Elacrs have power tocenfurethe Body 
of the Brethren) ox no, we thali heare anon ; this I am fure 
he 


~ ofthe people, whichis apparently falfe. The parallel mu ~ 
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he fayes » [The Brethrew have power so cenfare shewhele Pref: The way pg. 


bytery; | as was noted afore. : 

>. "The next thing which they céssmens on, isthe power of 

- Sywods, becaufe Congregations may mifcarry. [Wherein 
i. ay they) Fe grants an Affociation of Churches, as an Ordi- 
nance of Chrift, with power above thas ef a Congregation, a 
Minifferiall power, to determine and enjoyue things concerning — 
| the Congregations. | The words are full and faire, but the . 
 fenfe is fat andempty : Forall this power of determining — 


and enjoyning, is but Dodfrinall, ox declarative, differing Every Miniter 

tC pee in him- : 
| i ° ; I q / 
> indegree of weight, as a greater Teftimony 5, asthree cords Minsferiall ‘| 


nothing in kind from the power of every fingle Paflor, bu 


twifted together, are ftronger than each ofthem fingle. A Dodinal 
{ Htnority, 


All power in thofe Paffors thus affembled as an Ordinance ja) 4, 
of Chrift, is either a power of Order, or of jurifdi@ion: ~ 

_ The power of determining ox decrecing together, is not the 

power of Order ; forthenevery Pafer, qua Paftor, by ver- 

tue of his order, might decree and impofe it upon the Con- 

~ gregation : which is denyed by all ; Therefore it muft be a 

power of jurifdidtien ; which yet thefe Brethren, and their 

 Authour doe deny. And if itbe not armed with power of 

sen(ure, it will cometonothing ; asfhallappeareheteatter. 

For as for their withdrawing commanion, it willbe little re- 

garded by an offending obftinate Congregation. 

The Brethren Epiftolers now begin to applaud themfelves 

as jumping in jud gement with their Authour,though {fo farre 

| yemote as New-England (But men agice in errour fome- 

times, that never knew one another.) Their middle way,is 

- this very way held forth by thisAuthonr: Yet they fay ue 

| wards, . 
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{ 


power not binding or loofing, but docérinally only, ot oer ote 
armed with power of cenfures, if dajanétions be not obeyed. Church that is | 


Bur if this power of the Synod, be not jaridscall, what is it ¢ his charge,and 7a 
: every perfon in. 
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- wards,in fome things, in his Difcourle, His Magiffer wonte- 


netur, They fay, (Us themiddle way, between that which 
is called Browni(me, and the Pre/ byteriall Government, abit 1 
practifed,8cc.| Butif they remember themfelves well, the 


“two extremes were Prelacy and Browni(wse:[ Whereof the one 


doth in offe pat the chiefe (if wet the whole) of the Rule and 


Governnsent into the hands of the people,&cc. The other taking 


she principal parts of shat Rule ( the due of each Congregation) 


into the jurifdiction of 4 comsnson Pre{bytery of feverall Congre- -~ 
_gations,8cc. | Lappeale their wifedome, ifthe latter partdoe 


“not better fall upenthe Prelacy s who inthe other extreme, 
tooke the principal parts of &w/e (due in part to the Paftors 
of Congregations)into theirowne hands. Then the middle 
sway, may chance fall out to be the Pre{byteriall way and not 
theirs. For certainly, that is between thofe two extremes. — 
And their way, 1 dare fay, (and hope to make it appeate) a 
comes nearer to Browni/me, than the Prefbyterial way,tothe 
Prelaticall. Forthe prefent, only marke 5 That the Prefoy- 
seriall way eives the power of Church Government;neither 
tothe Clerey alone, asthe Prelaey, nor to the people alone, | 
or chiefly ,as the Brewaiffs doe, butto both. For the Pre{by- 
series (Clafficall as well as Congregationall ) -confift of 
paftors, and Ruling- Elders, whoare the Reprefentatives of 
the people, and chofen by their confent. “But to givethe — 
Brethren, the people alone, without Officers, apower,to - 
ele, ordaine, cenfure,&c. (as the Authour doth, whatever 
thefe Brethren doe)is to put,not only the chiefe (as Browaifts 
doe)but the whole of the Rule into their hands : which, for 
ought Iknow, the Browniffs doe not. Nor doth the Prefby- 
tery {wallow up the peoples imtereffs, (as they afirme) for | 
their iatcref is faved,in theit Ruling Elders,choten by them- | 

felves 5 asthe setere# of the common’ people of a Corpe- 

: | ration, 


- gation, is faved in their Common-Councell, chofen by 


_themfelves. And that the vores of the E/ders of that Congre- 
gation concerned, fhould be {wallowed up in the Clafis Bcc. 
-. fsnomore abfurd, than thatthe wotes of the Burgeffe of a 
Corporation, fliould be {wallowed up in the Parliament ; or 
that the wotes-of the Elders fhould be fwallowed up ina 
Synod, confeffed to be the Ordinance of Chrift ; unleffe the 


Brethren thinke, aSywod may not determine or decree any 
| thing without the joynt-confent of every Elder there al- _ 


fembled. | 
Afterall this agreement of the Brethren,with this abfent 
Authour, (toa wonder, if notto a miracle.as they would have. 
usthinke, though we beleeve they were not ftrangers tothe 
plot of this Authour, either before or fince his going over) 
they enter their diffent, againft fome opinions and paflages 
~~ of this Authour, in the platforme by him defcribed. I pur- 


pofe not here to debate, much leffe to decide the conmtroverfie - 
betweenthem. Ionly defire to have it obferved, That it 


may rather feemearwouder, that thefe and other Brethren, 


having fo long ftudied and profeffed this middle way fhould — 
~ not yet he able to walke hand in hand therein. When will - 


they be agreed, that we may fee their mem platforme to be 
sniforme ¢ One of them muft needs be befide the way, and 


why may not both ? But we fhall obferve greater differences ° 


thanthefehereafter. = ore 
They now againe refume the difference between the peo- 
ples intereft, and the B/ders Rwleand Authority ; and illu- 
ftrate it by the former fimilitude, [Of 4 Company of Alder- 
men, and 4Common-Councell, or Body of the people, in fome 


Corporations, where the intere/t of she ome i d:ftincd from the 


other-fo as without the concurrence of boib, nothing u efteemed 


a.acity aa : 1) Bus 0.00 in this Company of the Elders, this 
) Serenes 5° : power.’ 


| power 


know why they call the Common. Councell a Body of the 
_ peoples Sure they doe not know any Corporations, thinke, 
where the whole Corporation meets with the Aldermen, 
asa Body. The Common-Councell are a diftin&. Body 
from the common- people ; a Body reprefentativeonly. But 


oe oe poke ope Bi pe py ts pe, tae ee 
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He properly Aushorsy, bt inthe papeiv a priviledge 
power. |Enough hath been faid to this already:Only I would - j 


then the parallelll is {poiled; for the Brethren asdiftin@ from 


the Elders, are not a reprefentative Body, for whom fhould _ 
they reprefent? And it allthe people of a corporation fhould. 


mect asthe Common-Councell, fo that nothing may be 


eftcemed as a City Act, without their concurrence ; Surely 
the Government were Democraticall : Thegreat miftake in 


the plot is.;. Thatthe Presbytery is-compared tothe Court — 


of Aldermen, and the Brethren to the Common. Councell. 
But fo they are not ; forthe Common-Councell are Gover- 
nours of the Corporation. It cannot be faid,in the Company 
of Aldermen it is Authority, but in the Common-Councell 
a priviledge ; for it is Authority. alfo in the Common- 
Counceli ;.and if it befo in the Brethren (as it mutt, if they 
be paralfell to the Common: Councell) I fee not but the 
Independent way, and the way of the Browmifts, one of the 
extremes forementioned, is.one and the fame. And let the 


Themultitude, Brethrem,confider, whether the Browni/fs doe not fele@ two 


or three, or more perfons, and put themin Office, and be- 
tru them with an entire dmtere/t of power fora multitude.to 


‘|cipline and which that multitude ought (bya command from Chrift) 


tobe fubject and obedient,as to an Ordinance, to guide them 


* 


} ‘ ' Presbyters if} their | contents ,and.in whole fentence,the ultimate formall 
me | their con Miniftergallvae? of binding and Joofing thall confit , .and 
Ny) og *"’ yet place the, Rafe and authority originally and chiefly in the 


fp game 


peoples Agdathen, fee how Jittle difference. there is be- 


ie 


- he --Epifile tothe Reader. 


_ toveenthemfelves, and them. Its true indeed, that without 
_ the concurrence of the Aldermen and Common Councell, 
inthe major part, nothing is efteemed asa City Act : But 


without the concurrence of the body of the people itis. So 
without the concurrence of the Pa/lorsand Elders, nothing. 
is to beefteemed asa Church. act ; but (ifthe parallell be 
right) without the Brethren itis. That the Bretdren have 
any power -of-concurrence with the Elders in their Adts, is 


begged, not proved. And their owne words confute it: - 


( The multitude (fay they) ought (by « command from Chrift) 
to be fubject and obedient to the power of the Elders, astoan 


- Ordinance,8cc.as Rulers fet over them: | But it they ought to 


be fubje@ and obedient to the aéts of their Elders or Rulers, 
they have no more coricurrence to their acts by way of 


power, than the common people have to the acts of the “Al. 


dermen and Common-Councell ; which is ameere.pafive. 


~ concurrence and confent. | 


The next fimilitude of a Yirgin,is nothing parallell to the 
cafeinhand. [4 Virgin (fay they) bath a power ultimately 


to diffe, upon an unfaticfied diflike, andthe match & nos va- 


Lidswithout her confent. | But the common people in a Cor- 
poration, have no fuch power wlsimately to diffent, (chen 
againe the Government were Democraticall.) And if they 
give this power tothe Brethren wisimately to diffent ; they 
givethem more than an imteref, even a power of Authority, 


~ to annull all a@ts and cenfures made by the Elders, which, I 


take it, is no leffe than Browni{me.; for they can fay no’ 
more, Fe MO s\ohi ee oY | 

 Againe, they fuppofe [4 Government tempered of Ariffe- 
cracy and Democracy,in which the people have a hare and their 
ddtuall confens is nece(fary to-all Lawes and fentences , where ds, 
a few Nobles that are [et over. them, in whom she formal 
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—— Animad'verfions upon the Bresbrens. 
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4 . oc fanttion of all fhould lye,in the(eit were Rale and Authority , is 


“hat wmltitude, but power or intereft.| But I pray, is not that 
Government, where the peoples aciwall confent (and fo their 


diffent) is neceflary to all Lawes and fentences, meerely po- 
- pular,and in thew only Arviftocraticall ? The cafe isjuft the 
Brownifis s Their Church feemes tobe tempered of Arifo- — 
__eracy in their {ele@t Officers, chofen and ordained by them- 

felves (as yours.are) and Democracy inthe body of the pec- 


ple. But they granting the peoples acéuall confent (and dif. 
fent) neceflary to all Aéts and fentences, {wallow up the 


votes of the Elders, and fo their Government is wholly or 


chietly popular. Give fuch a power to the people (as you 
doe)and I willufe your owne words: [AU that [aid in the 
New Tefament about the Rale of the Elders, and the peoples 


obedience to thems, 1 to be lookt upon, but as Metaphors, andio — 


hold no proportion with any fubfiantiall reality of Rule and Go- 
vernment. 7 MeL Ae Sens 


The Brethren, to make their way more plaufible, thew a0 


seafon of the difference between the 7#mes of the Old and 


New Teftament. (Then the Church was in her Nowage , ana’ 


therefore the fole power of all Charch- matters, was i their Te 
tors and Governours : But now the church out of ber Nonage, 
and more generally able, being vifible Saints (as they fhould 
be tojoyne with heir gwides,Scc. \But they forget themfelves 


_ prefently,confeffing, [the weakneffe ana unskilfulneffe of the a 


people (for the generality of them) incomparifon of thcir Offi- 


cers, gifted for the Government : He hash therefore placed 


a Rule and Authority in thofe Officers over thems, not dircéting 
only, but binding , fo as wot only norbing [hould be done without 
shem bus not eftcemed validly done,unle(fedone b; them. |Now 
I pray, was it any more inthe Gevermment of the Church 
of the Old Teftament’ were nat they to be vifible Satmss 2 


were 
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were not their Guides gifted for that purpofe,futable to thofe 

Times? And Ithinke the Brownifis may efant them thus - 
--gnuch : Their Officers are but the Churches fervants, and 
yet they fay- nothing may (in an ordinary way of Chureh- 


Government) be done without them, nor validly done, un- 
Yeffe done by them. But I marvell they fhould call the 
power of the Elders a binding power, whenas they faid be- 
fore; [The Elders had no power to cenfure without the concur 
rence of the people,as nor the people without the Elders.| which 
is juft the fame which Browai/ts fay. : 
Nor can this balancing of the power prevent Anarchie 


(what ever it may doe,7yranay) for-certainty if the peoples - 


-_.confent and concurrence be neceffary to every Church-act, 
its an eafi¢ thing for them to bring in Anarchy being alwates 
the greater number, and fo tofwallow up the votes of the 


Elders, as Brownifts doc. 


That Minifteriall Doéfrinall Authority fhould be fevered 
from the power of excommunication, in fome parties, we 
never doubted ; becaufe excommunication is an act of furi/- 
d:Gion,which is common to many ; but Deétrinall Authority 
‘6 an affluxe of Order. But to fever Rule and Authority 
from the power of concurrence to excommunication and 
cenfures,(as they doe in the people)is a meernullity of Rule 
and Authority too. as, 

‘That the power of excommunication fhould be infeparably 
linked toa Congregation ; they would faine sluftrase bya 
“‘knowne comparifon ; As the cuftome is in our Land, 
[The femtencing of 4 man to death, is norby Lawyers, wor by 
- Indges alone, but by bis Peeres, 4lury of men like bimfelfe | 

Their fimilitude ftill halts on the maine legge: For whos are 
the Jndees with them, but the Pre/bysery ¢ and who are the 
Iury,but all the Brethren: But ve isnotioiaa Stat 


= = 


A ane 


- Animadverfions upon the Brethren pics 
~ Allthe City-are not the Delinquents Peeres, but afelec# do- 

- ges otmen. Now fuppofea man be accufed as an offender 
ina Corporation, fhall the whole City be his Peeres or Lary, to - 
try him ¢ have they any fuch é#tereff ot priviledge ¢ is their 
confent or ciffent regarded ¢ Sothe parallell required. If a 
brother deferve cenfure, he fhall not be judged by the Pa- 
flors alone, or with the E£/ders chofen by the people (as his 

Lary) fox the Government of the Congregation 5 but all the 

- peop'e areto be his Peeres or wry, : This were ftrange tofee — 
ina City, and would breed nothing but Amarchy and confu- 
ae fion. Sointhe Church: : Bes 
That Chrift hath not betrufted a general Ajfembly of 

Elders, with that power he hath done the Congregation, is 

begged, not proved. The reafonis invalid : [Bectu/e (fay 

they they are abftracted from the people.\ But thats not true ;_ 
for the people are there reprefentatively in their Elders who 
are able to reprefent the cafe of the offender, with all the 
circumftances, as fully as if all the people were there pre- 
- fents ccs sso | 
- But Chrift Clay they) [would have this Tribe of mew (the 
brethren’ per{onally concurring,not by delegation alone not tothe 
execution only but even tothe legall fentence alfo of cutting men 
‘off: | This is all begged, and isthe queftion. And itis, 
as if they fhould fay. (inthe parallell inftance) God would 
have all.che Corporation perfonally concurring to the le- 
gall fentence, or cutting off a malefator, not by delegation — 
only(as the J#ry doc) nor to the execution only; which were 
aftranzeconfufion. So that, as at the 4fizes, the multitude 
.of the people prefent,have no concurrence to the legall fen- 
tence, &c. but the Judge and Zury only, : fo the Brethren areto 
have no concurrence to the Iegall fentence of excommuni- 
cation, (except to yeeld obedience in the execution) butthe 
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0 Bbiffleto the Reader. — 
- . Blders only: and fo the parallell is full. wee 
 Andto conclude, if the diftance of the Prefbyteries Claf-— 
ficall,&cc. may #ece(tate the cenfure to pertaine to the par- 
ticular Congregation, becaufe of the circum/ffances better 
knowne tothem: Bythe fame reafon, every Towne where a 
malefaétor lives, fhould have the Sefstons kept amongft 
them;becaufe there the perfon and fa& is better knowne,and , 
- * not one man to be abfent from the cenfure: Nay,a man being 
to be excomsmunicated out of a particular Church, 1s excom- 
municated out of all Churches, therefore all the Chur- 
ches muft be prefent at the cenfure. 
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_ A Vindication of the Keyes of the King- 


dome of Heaven. 


) CHAP. I. 
~Whatthe Keyes be,and what their power. 
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3. The particular Cougregstios of Beleevers affociated i 7 


A Vindication — 


aE 2 4 


Church- communion,as you ufe to fpeake. If we may gueffe 
at your meaning by rhe whole proceeding of this Tract ; or 


by your difcovery of your felfe in the other Difcourfe, cal-_ 
led, The way of the Charches in New-England ; (which 


though it was publifhed after this ofthe Keyes,yet was writ- 
ten, and went up and downe in the darke before it) I thinke 
you meane it in the latter fenfe,for a particalar Congregation. 
For your firft Propofition, there gives us this Refolution ; 
( That the Church which Chrift in the Gofpell hath inftituted, 


and to which he hath committed the Keyes @c. #coetus fide- 
lium, 4 combination of godly min, commonly calied a particular — 


b] 


vifible Church. | But of allthe reft, this is themoftimpro- _ 
bable fenfe of our Saviours words, 4421.16.19. For 1.By the - 


Church;for that only is built upon the recke,and againft that 


the gates of hell fhall never prevaile : whereas, particular — 


Churches may faile. 2. The kingdome of Glory, the one part of 
the meaning of the Kingdome of Heaven,is not contradiftin- 
guifhed to a particular Congregation, but to the generall w7(- 
ble Church on Eatthoppoted to the World by your felfe, The 


Keyes.p.2. [On Earth,that tw [ay yow) inthe Church om Earth, 


for be gave him no power to bind in the World. \3.That Chareb 


was there meant (fay you,the way p.1.) whereof Peter was 
one : But Peter-was not amember of fuch a particular coms 


eregation , for there was noné'fuch extant,when Chri/ {pake 


thefe words to Peter. 4. ¥Youfay againe, it was that Church: 


unto which ‘Peter or any offended brother might tell the 
‘offence, and have it cenfured : But that was neverdoneina 


Church 
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Kingdome of Heaven (on Eatth) he meanes that Church, of _ 
which he had fpoken before, in v.18. But that was,citherthe — 
Catholicke vifible Church, ox raher, the invifible myflicak 


Charch of Saints, Beleevers, without offisers, neither was the 


le 
vs x: 


ee ee " 


opie Reyake Og 
| _ sharch of Corinth {ach a church as you defcribed before;for _ 


that had officers, who authoritatively might cenfure the in- 


~ ceftuous perfon,yet you joyne them both together.-5 Te was 


(fay you)a Church,who all met in one place for the admini- 


- ftration of the Ordinances of Chrift:: But the Ord/sances of 


Chrift are not to be found, much lefle adminiftred in a 


_ Church of Beleevers, without Officers. 6. Whenyou fay, 


Chrift committed the Keyes tothe Charch, that is, a particular 


Congregation; you muft meane it either Subjective, ot 00- 


jective: If you meane it inthe latter fenfe, That the Keyes 
are committed to the Church, as the objec? of the exercile of 
the Keyes,that is,for the fe and goodof the Church, you fay 
true,but nothing to the purpofe. In this fenfe, the Keyes are 
given, firft and more immediately to the saviftole myflicad 


Church( Aare yours, whether Paw/,&c. then to the generali 
_- wifible Church, for their {akes:and then to the particular Cow- 
_ gregation,as a part or member of that.generall vifible Church: 

- Bur if you meane it in the former fenfe, (as you doe and 


mutt, or elfe you equivecate with us from the beginning, 
and throughout your whole Booke) you fall into that éx- 
treme of the Browni/ts, which you fo labour to avoid : For to 
take the Charch, in C%2at.16, fora particular Congregation 
of Beleevers, without officers, is a new,and ftrange.and talfe 
gloffe,maintained by none but Browmifts,and fuch like Sepa- 
ratifis. To conclude, The Church. of which our Saviour 
{peaks, is called here, the Kingdome of Heaven (on Earth:) 
Buta particular’ Congregation of Beleevers is never called 
the Kingdome of Heaven, being but amember or corpora- 
tion of that Kingdome. \t were as improper fo call acon- 


_ gregation Chrifts:Kingdome, as to call Losdon, the Kings 


domeot Bazlandsyet {o your party {peake fometimes. “This 
I thought good to note, to cleare the way, for the better 
CE pet ee ee B 2 | undéx- 


underftatiding of that which followes: And nowgoeon, 


are the Ordinances of Chrift, which he hath inflitutedtobead- 


fewar 


‘ahs ; 


2. The next thing to be explicated is, whatthe Keyesof 
the Kingdome be ; wherein you refolve us thus: [Te Keyes 
misifivedin his Church, asthe preaching of the Word, as alfo 
she adminiftring of Seales and cenfwres.| 1 take what yor | 


grant, only I fhall animadvert fome things. Inthis Para- 4 


graph, as you doe clearely lay downe the ftate of the que- 

ition : fo you doe ftrongly confute the {cope of yourwhole 
Booke,which is to give the people a fhare inthe power ofthe 
Keyes,that is,in the government ofthe Church: which ap- 
peares upon thefe confiderations ; 1.You fay, the Keyes are 


_ the Ordinances,which Chrift hath inflituted : But the Or- 


dinances of Chrift are given indeed for the CharchofBe- 
leevers, that is,for their good and benefit, objective: Butare 
never in all the Scripture, nor in all Antiquity, faid to be gis 
vento that Church, fabjedtive. It founds ill at firtt hearing, 

to fay that the people have any power to exercile ordinances, 

of preaching, or adminiftting of Seales or Cenfures. The 


in his Church: What Church? the Charch of Beleevers,a 


food 


foo aftbeRese, ge 
Congregation of Beleevers have io fewardly,or minifteriall | 
power over themfelvess ergo, they have nothing to doe with 
the power of the Keyes: They are not as Hilkiah was, whole 
- Office was over the houfe, I/4.22.15,22+ nor Stewards in the 
~ houfe,as he was,Gen,43.19. noras thofe are,who are {poken 
of, 1 Cor.4.1,2. Stewards of the myfteries of God. But you 
adde aclaufe to draw in the people, faying, [[7 4% power (t0 
open and fhut the gates of Heaven) lyeth partly in their fpirt- 
inal calling (whether it be their Office,er their place and order 
in the Church,@yc..\ 1 fuppofe the word calling, fheuld be 
taken here of a fpeciall caking,or office, as we ufe to calf it: 
whieh againe, would exclude the people from any power in. 
the Keyes,as having no office inthe Church : But youadde, 
by way of explication of your owne fenfe : [Whether it be 
their Office, or their place and order in the Church }on putpole: - 
tofteale inthe utereft of the people, in fome fhare of the 
_ Keyes:But if place & erder in the Church, give the people out. 

_ of office,any power im the Keyes,that is,the Ordinances, (fo 
you fay again)then may wemen& childven claim an intereft in 
thofe Keyes;for they have ap/aceand Order in the Church as 

well as men;which yet you would feeme to deny:But let me 

- profeffe at firft,what I fhall make good from your felfe here- 
after, fee not, but women and children may challenge a great 

-part of that power of the Keyes,w*t you give to the Brethren. 

3, Concerning the third : What are the 4é#s of the 
Keyes, andthe tourth, what is the /abjed?, to be bound and 
loofed,I fhall not contend with you. The fitth,76 whom the 
power of the Keyes # given,tequires a more ferious confidera- 
tion, as being the very foundation of all your new Fabricke, 
which ftands or fals with it. The Text isexpreffe:[Toshee © 
(Simon Peter) will give the Keyes.cre..| ina cleare contra- 
diftinGtion to the Charch bsicts mentioned : upon this ro 
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(of thy confeffion) will I faite my Church : which you take 


- Soraparticular congregation, (though by agreat miftake,as 


was fhewed above.) But let it be granted forthe prefent to 
befo , thenthe words in all cleare conftruétion run thus: 
Twill build my Céurch, the particular congregation, upon 
that rocke ; and I will give the Keyes of that Church(called 
the Kingdome of Heaven, and {o by you interpreted ) tothee 
Peter, and to {uch Officers as thou art: Otherwife he would _ 
have faid: On this rocke will I build my Church, and I 
will give unto it the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, 
that is,of the Church it felfe ; which is {carfe a reafonable 
interpretation of the words. To make way therefore for 
your great defigne, you undertake to refolye that bufie que- 
{tion (as you callit,) [How Peter ts tobe confidered inrecei= 
ving this power of the Keyss;whether as an Apoftle.or as an Els 
der, or as a Beleever.ec. Before! come to confider your 
anfwer, I would make bold to put one éagredient more into. 
the queftion 5: whether Peter was:not confidered as a Dea- 
con, as well as an Elder, or Beleever:: For {ecing a Deacon is 
one of the Officers of the New Teftament; (fome fay Indas 
was Cérifts Deacon) and your felfe fay,all the officers of 
the Church were virtually in the’ Apoftles ; They were 
Paftors,Teachers,Ruling-Elders, Deacoms,8&c, It naay not un- 
fitly be queftioned, whether Peser did not then reprefenta 
Deacon, as well asan Elder or Beleever. And then againe, 
whether the Keyes were not given to Peter asa Deacon; and 
why'a Deacon only is denyed any power inthe Keyes,when - 
belecvers are admitted to have afharetherin,feeing a Deacon 
hath power to collectand diftribute the geods and treafury 
of the Charch; I leave thefe to your confideration, or theirs 
who fhall reply, and came to-your anfwen To thew your 
defire of peace, and your impartiality in inclining to any 


party, 
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party, you confider (you fay): Peter in.atbreefold notion 
when he received the Keyes [vs an Apoftle Elder, Beleevers 
forthe (enfeof thewords(yow fay} will be moft full,if all the con- 
fiderations be taken jaynily togetber..\ The fenfe indeed is | 
moft full to your purpole, but (1 thinke) leaft of all truc.* * The power” 
- Andyoudoe beg the queftion, to fay Peter received the given to we 
power of the Keyes, as all thele, and in particular, as a Be- Cher-b,to Pa 
-Jeever : For of all-the fenles, the laft was leaft thought on in 7? fr coe, : 
any age of the Church, till this laft, when the Brownifs and alee Y 
—— fuch like fturabled upon it. When Saint duftra faid, [ Peter asaprofelt | 
. veceived the Keyes inthe name of the Church: ]Whether he eee | 

did miftake the fenfe of the place or no, you doe utterly Belecvers, oti 

miftake him, to draw him to your meaning : For 1. he did Thewayes 

not meane your Church, a particular congregation 5 but ei- didiog, 

ther the general vifible Church; or the zvifible myfticall 3 

Church. 2: Northat neither, fubjedtive, but objective, that 

the Keyes were given-to Peter as an Officer, for the #/é and 

But you procéed to fay: [ 1 appeares Chri gave the power 

of the Keyes tothe Body of the Church, evento the fraternity, 

withthe Presbytery, Mat.18.17,18> When they are met ia his 

Name, and agree together inshecenfare of an offendor.| But 

by this place (and your former notion of Peter asa Belee- 

ver) you may as well inferre, that the Keyes are givento the 

Sorerietie,g.d.as to the Fraternity ,as Belecvers, and as a part 

ofthe Body of the Church, which I thinke is flat 4mabap- 

tifme,worle than Browsifme. Y ou: know there are fome,who 

deny that, M4.18.17,18. holds forth any cenlure of eaccom- 

snnication at all: Others that grant it,yet by Church there, 

underftand the officers of the Church, fuchas the Apofiles 

were, to whom Chriftfpake: [bas ye binde, what ye loofé, 

8c, }¥ou mutt not therefore beg a foundation to your bate 


ing, 
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: ding, left, if it be fetched home,your building fall on your 

owne head. But you fay, [ 42 agree in this, That no offeador is 
obec excommunicated, but with (ome concour[e of the congre- 
_ gation; at leaf, by way x.0f confent to the fentence, 2.0f actnak 
execution of it by withdrawing themfelves from bim;, and this ——~ 

we conceive is [ome part of the exercife of the power of the 

Keyes. JBut truly,this is but the gingling of she Keyes at molt, 

no part of the power of the Keyes : For 1. it belongs to 

Stewards in a Family, only to exercile the power of the 

-_ Keyes,to take in,and caft out what fervants they pleafe: The - 

reft of the fervants heare the Keyes gingle, when they turne — 
‘the Keyes, but have no part in the exercife ofthem ; no,not fo 
much as by confent, aé#ve confent, I meane, fo that if they 
confent not,nothing is done; but by a pafive confent only, 
as approving what the Steward hath done : Ifyougrantthe _ — 
Fraternity any more, you make them joyat.Stewards of the 
Family,the Church, as you fhall heare hereafter. Nay,fome- 

_ times you feeme to give them no more[_The people aifcerning 
and approving the jujineffe of the cenfures before adminifired 
by she Elders, they give confent in obedience to the will and vale 

_ of Chiff]. which is no part of the exercife of the power of 

the Keyes. For fuppofe the cenfure be juftly adminiftred, 
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and the people deny their confess, fhallnota Delinquentbe 
~-cenfured unleffe they will confent ¢ If not, they havefull — 
power inthe Keyes,arifing to authority which is the errour of 
the one extreme:If fo only as pafively to confent, itsevident, 
this is no part of the power of the Keyes.\<2. For their with- | 


drawing, thats much leffe any power in the Keyes. The 
Steward of a Family having difcharged a naughty fervant, — 
and turned and-locked him out of doores, allthereft ofthe 
fervants are to withavaw from ‘him,but this is not by way of 
adbive power, bit pafrve obedience. -'Is the withdrawing of 
Sassi gs people 
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the Keyes of Tucicature ? If it be fatd, exceptthe people 
content and withdraw communion from acenlured pe: fon, 


— the cenfure is invaine. Tanfwer : It the people fhou'd befo 


rebellious to civill Authority, as not to withdram irom an 


 oatlawed man, nothing were done, the fentence was fo farre 


in vaine. Ifno man could be gotten to execute a malefactor 
condemned, the fentence were fruftrated in refpect of the 
execution. Butdoth this inferre, that the people have an in- 
tereft inthe Keyes of fecular power ? The queftion is not 
defacto, what the people ftubbornly may doe; bur whethee 
they ought notto confent and withdraw 5; and whether if 
they coe not, they can challenge any é#tere/? inthe power of 
the Keyes. Againe, if the Keyes were given to Peter asa 
Beleever, | fee no reafon but women and children may come 
in and challenge a power inthe Keyes.. Ic fuffices not to fay 
(as the Epiftolers fay, paz.3.) [Womes and children are ex- 
cepted by 4 Statute. Law of Chrift,againft their enjoyment of 
any part of this publick power.\ For though they be forbid- 
den to {peake in the Congregation, or might by zmpotence 
(as fome fay) be excepted. in fome particulars ; yetthere 
feemes no reafon why they fhould be exempted from that 
power here given to the Fraternity, which concernes them 
as well as men, and they areas well able tocxercifeitas 


men; v/z.to give a(pafive) confent,or to withdraw from 


the party excommunicated ; which they may and muft doe 
as well as men - For as women may be offended, {oc they 
_ fhould in reafon have fatisfaGtion, by confenting to the fen- 
tence:And as women may offend,in keeping company witha 
brother or fitter excommunicated, fo they oughtto withdraw 
from them: &then if this be any exercife of the power of the 
Keyes, you may heare them srg at the womens giles ; 
Whic 
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| _pecple from aman outlawed in civ:lilaffsires, any intere ft is 
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~ which is an extreme beyond tl 
 Anabaptifiical, But you give the Fraternity more power 
than this hereafter, there we fhall confider it. Hitherto you’ 


have given them nothing, but what.is common to them with 
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OS ORY oT Beton 
Of the diffribution of the Keyes. 


2 Cp, Ou firft lay downe the ordinary Diftribution 
of the Keyes, and then except againft it, as 
defective in fuure things. | i, 

r, (That any key of the kingdome of hea- 
ven lbould be left without power , for the key 
| of knowledge. t contradiftingnijhed from a 
key of power. MG e : 3 | | 


Tothislan{wer : Ie may bethis difribution is not every. 


way cxact and perfect; yet Fthinke yours is rather worle': 
And your exception fals upon your owne diftribution, a lit- 
tle more remotely. For your key of Farth, or knowledge 
(foryou make them both one) is diftinguifhed from the key 
of Order , which Order is either-of power,or authority, and fo 


your key of knowledge is left without power alfo. 2. Your 


hey 0 “ei (as youcallit) is it felfe left without all power, 
at leait aééive power, being only an obedientiall power , to 
con{ent and yeeld fubmifionto the will of Chriffs, made 
knowne by the Biders. 2 Bey 2 


a. [There 


ond the Browmifls. even downright 


ay 


+9. PTherewants (fay you) an integral part of the keyes, the 
key of power or liberty, beloxging to the Courchitfeife. | But 
tothis [fay : This is fo farre from being an imtegraé part of 
~ the keyes,that it is no cy at all,no proper power at all, as hath 
partly beenfhewed already. A key,in alimens judgement, 


that ever writ of the pawer of the Church, carries in the no-° 


tion of it, apower and authority, properly called, power in 
covernment,till now of late ; yes, even the rowiip theni- 


felves make ita key of Authority and Rule in the people: 


Onely you, to make us beleeve you differ from them, call 
ita power (improperly called Aathority, pag.3 6.) or a liber- 


ty, ora priviledge , which was never before called a éey,cill 


now : Forthere are many Lederties or priviledges belonging 
to fervants in a féinily, or people ina State , which no man 
cals a key of power,or 2 power in the Keyes. And thetruth 
is, you are not conftant to your felfe : For fometimes you 
call it only diberty,8ec. fometimies you give the Charch, the 
Brethren without their Officers, 2s full power as the Officers 
_ themfelves have 3 and as full rafe and authority as the Browe 
nifts give them, aswe fhall manifeft in the fequcll. 

But youaddes [ Proteftant Churches having recovered the 
liberty of preaching the Gofpel,and misifiry of the Sacraments, 
have looked no farther, fome of them, nor a:[cerxed the 
defect of Chrrch power or liberty due unto thens in point of aif- 
cipline.| Tothis Ifay : The errour of the Prote/tamt Chur- 
ches, was not, that they looked not after the power of difci- 
pline for the people , but that they laboured not co recover it 
for their Elders, letting the Prefates keep quietly the difst- 
pline to themfeives. But the errour on the other hand was 
miore eafie to be fallen into,and more dangerous(which you 
 obferveto have followed) [That oshers finding themfelves 
wrencid (as they did but [uppofe) in she withholding a key of 
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power which belongs to them, have wrefted tothemfelvesan. 
undue power, which belongs not tothem, the key of Authority . | 

True it is, fome have done fo. for being allowed (by fome, 
‘perhaps your felfe) che key of power, or liberty in difcipline, 
as you call. it, they have wrefted, not only the key of know- 
ledge, in preaching and adminiftring Sacraments, which be- - 

longs not to them ; but alfo the fey of authority, as you 

‘Apeake 5 And fo will your people too ere long, feare,when ~ 
they are once poffeffed a while of she key of powcr, wreft the 
key of authority inall ; both in preaching, and adminiftring 
Sacraments,and pronouncing cenfuresand well they may by 
your owne grants,as we fhallheareanon. 

3. Athitd defeé you oblerve s [7a dividing the Key of 
Order, fromthe Key of jurifdidtion, of purpofe to make way. 
for the power of Chancellors, &c.] But 1. That might be the 
errour of the difiributers, not of the diftribution. For the 
diftribution, gives both the keyes to the fame men, For the 
Jeme men that had the key of knowledge, had alfo the hey of 
order and jurifatétion, in tle invention of the firft founders 

of that diftribution, which after ages divided in practife. 
And yet, their Chancehors, and Commilfaries,&cc. fome of - 
them at leaft were Deacens, who were reputed of the Cler- 
$9 (as they {peake) and might preach ifthey would 3 and 
io had both éeyes in one perfon, though limited in fome 
particular ads of them, But if-our late Deacons were (a5 
fome of our brethren have faid they were) virtually Prefby- 
ters, and necded-no new Ordination + then certainly they 


had the power of juri/dié#zon, with the power of Order, 
though limited, by the. corruption of the diftributors. 
2. This #e/eé# may chance to fall upon your owne difirsbu- 
#464. Doe not you divide the key of Order from the hey of. 
Jorifaittiow in your owne Deacons: You fay expiclly in thefe 
WOIGS 3 
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words: [The Order of Deacons, whereof our Lord fpake no- the Keyes | 
shing touching jurifdidtion) Uhope youwillnot fay, theof 8 
fice ot a Deacon, fals not under the key of Order, 5 ct, for 
ought I perceive, you make little aceount of him in your 
diftribution. 3. You fay [Thofe Chancellors, &c. were in- 
—wefted with jurifdittion, and. more than miniflercall authority, 
even above thofe Elders, whe labour in Word and Dedirine, | 
But doe not you inveft the people with as much power and 
_ jurifdition more than miniferiall, even above thofe Elders, 
who labour in the word and do@rine,both to open and fhut 
_ the doores of the Church againft them, page 9. befides 
what you fay elfewhere. 4. I would gladly be refolved, 
whether you doe not divide the key of Order, into a key of 
power or liberty, anda key of authority, on purpole to make 
way for the power of the people, asthey of old did, for the 
_ powerof the Chancellors 8c. Laftly, I pray you ferioufty i 
to confider, whether by this { [acrilegious breach of Order, we 
invefting the people with a key of power, even above thefe El- a 
ders that labour in the Word and Doétrine, to open and fhut the 
doores againft them, page9. (which 1 the breaking as it were 
of the files and rankes in.an Army 5 they are your owne words) 
Satan x not like againe toyout and ruine a great part of the lie 
berty and power of Church officers, and the purity of the Chur- 
_ ches,and of all the Ordinances of Chrift in them. | 
4. A fourth defec# is, [That order # sis sited tothe 
Officers of she Church only : We put a difference besween Office 
and Order.| We fhall {peake more fully tothis hereatter. 
All we fay forthe prefent is but this: That Office and Order - 
inthe ftriGand Eeclefafticall fenfe of the word (Order) have 
hitherto been taken for the fame. And your felfe grant, 
: Pree 7: (They may be admitted as aquivelent | in aright 
eile. | 
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may have much knowledge and no Faith : Knowledge may 
in a fenfe befaid to be the key of Faith, as being the zmlet or 
Antecedent of Faith ; but fo Faith and knowledge are not 


‘the fame. 2. The key of kuowledge is one thing, and kwow- 


ledge is another :. The. key of kwowledgc is the great Ordi- 


nace of preaching (you faid) the keyes of the kingdome of 
Heaven were the Ordinances of Chrift, as the preaching of | 


the Word(the opening and applying of it, p.2.)&c. But this 


- key of knowledge here you {peake of,is (you fay) common to 


all Beleewers , buta little before this, you complaine that 


private Chriftians had ufurped this Aey, to preach the Gol- 


pell,&c. p1ge 6, Whereas this key of knowledge is peculiar 


tothe Mimffers of the Gofpell : [The Priefts lips keep the key 


of knowledge,&c. and Faith comes by the Word preached. | 
| Tee ote ‘This 
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(The key of Faith (fay you) # the [ame with the key of 
‘Raowledge, Luke 11-52. which the Lawyers had taken awiy.| 

_ Butz. by your favour, the key of Faith and knowledge are 
not both one, if you underftand it of jujfifying Faith: Aman — 
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“This was the key of knowledge which the Lawyers had takea 
away, cither by not interpreting, of mifinterpreting the 


-dedge, much leffe their Faith. They might take away the 


-before)but to open it to others,by opening and applying the 


‘felves ; but by way of office, to let in, or locke out others. oo 
Befides, the key of kaowledge and Faith which you delcribe “Fi vee i 
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Scripture ; They could not take away the peoples Avew- 


key, both of knowledge and Faith, thatis, presebimg, asthe : 
Papifts doe, by locking up the Word ina ftrangelsnguage; 

and ours lately did, by crying and putting downe presching. 

2. Whereas you fay: [They that bad the key of knowleage, 

had pewer to enter into the kingdome of Heaven, and it may be, - 

10 open the doore to others.to emter alfo.\ 1 an{wer: The keyes 
givento Peter, Matth.16. were not to open the: Kingdome ae 
of Heaven to himfelfe (for that key, if akey it was, he had _ vg 


Word. (as you faid above) our Saviour {peaks of binding 
and loofing others: Whofe fins ye bind on earth &c.and of O- 

ening for, and fhutting out others, not himlelfe. Keyes are 
given to Stewards, not properly to let in, or fhut out then- 


here, is commonto all Beleevers, even womte 5 but I be- pea doore co a 


~ Jeeve you will not give them a éey to open and {hut heaven enter into che 


to others, that is the key of preaching. Then againe, why Reena ¢ 
doe you diflike the former diftribution , when you alfo i. which Gm 
make one key to be the key of knowledge, and {fo leave one of pas and Vi 
the keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven without power, contra- eee fit to Hi 
diftinguifhing the key of Faith or knowledge (for with you adiniieg ings 
they atebothone) trom the key of power, which fals under |) pare WV 

your hey of Order? Laftly, whereas you fay 2 faithfull foule p.2.The key dill 
by this écy entreth into a ftate of grace, and into the fellow. Knowledgs iy 
fhip of the Church,é&c. You may remember, that by the jheirhearcs «44 
Kingdome of Heaven, which is the Church on Barth, you that is,J chinks a 

underftand.ap-rticular Congregation, But a man may ns preaching. ge 
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the Charch , and yet you fay, the Aeyes are given to the - 


Church, [leave you to confider it. Thefe things hang not 
well together. | | : ' 


In the next place you come to the key of Order; of which . 


you thus write: (7 he key of Order, ss the power whereby eviry 


_ member of the Church w ilketh orderly himfelfe, according to 


bis place ia the Church, and belpeth his breth:en to watke order- 


ly alfo..| Butchis is a ftrange eXpretfion of the key of O-der, 


never heard of before, too generally and xquivocally fpo- 


ken : Yor Order may be taken either morally or Ecclefiafli-- 
cally ; Paffively, or Actively. Morally, fo it is taken paf-- 


lively, for a conformity in carriage, to the rules of the word, 
in Doéirine, as well as difciplise: But Ecclefaftically, iis an 


Adive power, acting upon others. The very name ofakey, 
imports a power, intrufted for others good, and not their 


owne properly. Every one isto keep Order, but every one 


~~ hath not the keyof order. Order and Office in this Ecclefisffi. 


call{enfe are both one. None hath the key of order, but one 
in Office. But your key of Order is common to every mem- 
ber of the Church: And that it is no more than moral or paf- 
five Order, your felfe doe feeme to grant, when you fay , 
[ The brethren ftand in an Order, even in an orderly fubjeétion, 
according to the order of the Gofpell.| Every fervant ina Fa- 
mily, and every man, woman and ‘childe in a corpora- 


tion ftand in fuch an order, and muft walke orderly them- ; 


felves, and help others to walke erderty alfo 5 but will any 
man fay, therefore thefe have intereft in the keyes of the Fa- 


fily or Corporation ¢ If every member of a Congrega- 
‘tion have this key of Order, how and why are women and 
children excepted ¢ or are they no members of the Churche 


or 
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particular Church, and fo this key is given to aman out of 
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‘ormay they walke diforderly: The inftance of Saint Paals 
_ walking orderly , according to the orders of the Tewifh 
Church, manitefts the morall fenfe of the word : For cee- 
tainly, the Fratersity of the Tewes had no power of the 

Keyes. The meaning was, that Saint Paul by his confor- 

mity co fome Iewith Ceremonies, fhould maniteft, that he 

did not abfolutely oppofe the Rites of the Iewith Church, 
~ not that he had any power of the Keyes of the government 
of that Church. Surely the Zewes were bound all of them 
to withdraw from every brother that walked dforderly , yet 
did nor beleeve that that was any part of the exercife of the 
key of Order. No more was it in thole.of Theffalonica ; 
when they did warne the unruly,or withdraw from him that 
walked diforderly : And this Key of Order,if a Key it were, 
was common not only to Elders and Bretbress,as you fay,but 
‘even to women and children,as I {aid afore. | 
(Of order (you fay) there be 2.Xeyes 5 one of power or ii- 
- gereft, another of Authority or Reale, The firft of thefe i called 

in Scripture, Liberty,&c. } | ; 
Before I examine the particulars, I firall note fome few 
things : 1. How modeferrour is at firft: Here it is firft cal- 


bs led power, mollified by interef, and then by dsberty, after by 


priviledge ; all which are rather pafive than active 5 but 
afterwards it is called éZseia, power, whichthough it fome- 
times fignifies a priviledge, honour, or dignity, 164% 1. 12. 
ina pafive conftruction, as given and received , yet when 
it relates to Government, or apower of the Keyes, civilly, it 
then is taken aé#uely, and fignifies 4 #thortzy, Romaanes 
13.1. But page36. it is called, ««7@- which properly, 
(though you fay otherwife,fignifies 4athoréty , [ Authority, 
after a fert.way be acknowledged in the people J And the acts 
there (and elfewhere) given sf the people, fome of shem 

| | at 
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follow you at your owne' weapon ; Your ftrength lyés ‘in 
| Pe eee | the 


i 


atleaft 5 8 [jpn in Confers and in determination of 
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intereft, priviledge of the people, &c. was never called a Key, 


sy 
nodall aé#s &c. | called, [4 great firoke or power in ordering 
Charch affaires ; | amounts almoft to as full authority, asthe - 
Eldershaveany. 2. Another thing I note ts, that this power, — 


till fome ew Lock fmiths made this sew pick-locke of the 


power of Church- Officers. For what is all that is given them, 
if no more than is their due) to the government of the 
Church ? IaaFamily, ina Corporation (I fay it againe) 
the fervants and Citizens have fome priviledges and inte: 


refts, who yet have no ffroke in ordering of the Keyes, cithet_— 
Of Family, or City. 3. I defire to know, under which of | 
the parts of this diftribution doth-the Deacon fall. There 


be 2.Keyes of Order ; of power or intereft ; of Authority or 
Rule. Now a Deacon, qua De.con, fals under neither of 


thefe : Not the firft, for fo he is confidered only asa Be- é 


leever : Not the fecord, for fo he is denyed juri(diction, as 


we heard afore. If you fay he fals undérthe Key of Order, p 


as an Officer ; yet then you dividethe Xey of Order from 
the Key of jurifd:étion, (which you blamed inthe other di- 


ftribution) and levell the Deacon an Officer, with pecpleno” 
Officers. We fhould now come to the particulars of the 


power, or intercft of the Brethren : They have a liberty Clay 


you) in many things ; but they are more fully laid downe 
in Chapter 4. there we fhall confider them : Only now we 
fhall confider the proofe of this power of the people, out of 


the Scripture Your Text is, Gal.5.13. Brethres, you have 
bees called unto Liberty,&c..) This Text Cunder favour) is 
miferably miftaken ; and that not in mine only, but inthe 
judgement of all Zterpreters , which you knowing, had ra- 


_ther appeale tothe Cosrext,than to the Commentators.” T {hall 
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Si Maas of the Keyes,&e. - j , 19 


the word.Liberty, [They havea power and liberty, towit, to - 


joyne with the founder part of the Prefbytery incafting thems 
ont, 8c. | But I fhall appeale the Apoftle himfelfe to be 
_Tudge between us: In the firft verfe of this Chap:er he 
ufesthe fame word, (Stand fat in the Liberty &c.] where 


itis without all controverfie, underftood of their dderty, or 


_freedeme from the Ceremonial Law + called there, the yoke of 
bondsge, which fome falfe teachers would impofe upon 
their necks. Now that the Apoftle fpeaking {lil of the 

- fanié matter fhould ufe the fame word info different a fenfe, 


is no wayes probable. Nay feconrdly, in the 11.verfe, the 


| Apoftlefayes: [if Lyet preach circumcifion, why dee T yet 


Suffer perfecation,&c.] And then ver.13. comes in sgaine 
wih this : [Brethren you are called unto Liberty 8cc. | vize 
from that Law of Circamecifios, and the like, not to the 
liberty by you pretended , [To chufe Officers, or to joyne ia 


> Genfures,8cc. | though thele were granted to them, yet not 


inthis place : And your gloffe is very far fetcht and impro- 
_bable. [i would they were cut off that trouble you , where hay 
you) he declares what cenfure he wifhes againfi thofe that trou- 
bled thems, viz. cut off co wit, by excommunication. Ovj. Bus 
what power have we tocut them off ¢ The Apoftle anfwers: 
They have apower and liberty, to wit,tojoy ve with the founder 
"part of the Prefbytery in cafting them ont : For (faith he) yor 
arecalledunto Liberty. There is not one word of this gloffe 
inthe Text. And if there were any fuch power,the people 
have full power given themfelves to cut themoff, for hete 


" isnot one word of joyning with a Prefdyrery. See againe, 


v.16. where the, Apoftle refumes his exhortation, ver.13. 


[fe not your liberty as an occafion anto the fielh s Taying, T fay 


shen. walke in the pivit, and you {hall not fulfill the lufts of 


the - 1) Which makes ir evident, that the Apoftle 
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chiefly exhorts ad boxes mores,though he touch other things 


apainft it, w.13,16. [Carnal conseation es indeed (as you 


lay) 47 nfwall difeafe of popular liberty; ) which I feare, you 


and your partnerstoo much foment, by giving the people 


by the bye, but a:/ciplise is beaft of all intended. And left | 
they fhould ufe their Liberty trom thofe legail and ceremo- - 
niall yokes, to contention or licentioutneffe, he cautions — 


this power and liberty, which you fo much talke of ; and by 


gingling thefe Keyes in the cares of the people, have almoft 
made them wilde ; not only one againft another, but againft 
thei Blders or Governowrs alfo. And no marvell, when you 
grant them fo much power’ 4s to open @ dobre of entrance 


 sothe Minifters Calling : fo 10 fout the doore of entranee a> 
| sein thems in fome cafes; page.g. | much more than which 
t 


¢ Erown fis doe not grant then.. And fo mitch of the pick 
locke of O: der. a | 


The Key of Authorit 'y % a moral power.in a [uperiour order 


or flate binding or releafing an inferiour in point of fubjection.|: 


Tothis I fay; 2. Tocall Authority a moral] power, is very. 


_ improper ; For every fingle Paftor,(yea, perhaps brother,). 
_ hatha morall power tobind and telea 


> Not only an infe- 
nour, but a fuperiour alfo, in point of fubje@ion, by pro- 
pounding the commands of God. You might rather have 
called it,a juridical, or Ecclefiafticall power, and that with-” 
Sut any danger, feeing you referve this power to the Offi- 
cers or fuperiours in Order. But 2. you 44 
fedly :. For the people havea power to joyne with the Offi- 
cers inthe cenfires, thar is, in binding and releafing, as you 
fay, page 34. [The whele Church may be faid to binde and: 
leofe.; | Nay. to open and fhut the doores againft their Mi- 
nifters,who are their fuperiors » and fo Authority isa moral’ 
power in inferioursalfo. And. P4g¢ 12+ you fay the peeple 


have 


id 


{fpeake too confu- — 
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have a power, [To prevent the tyranny, and Oligarchy, and = 
exorbitance of the Elders.\ Surely this muft be by a wegs- 2 | 
teve voice, and thats more than /éberty, even full asthority 5 
and being by inferiours, is flatly againft your owne defini- 
tion. Furthermore, as you fay [she Brethren with the EL 
| ders have power to open and fhut,&c.) So you lay, (the El- 
ders with the Brethren doe bind and releafe,\ page 10+ So it 
-— feemes.as the Brethren can doe nothing without the Elders : 
- fo the Elders can doe nothing withoutthe Brethren, as the 

_Epiftolers fay expreflely.pageq. And who would not now 
conclude, that the 4derty is equall in both ; or rather,the aw- 

- gherity is the fame in both, and what fay the Brownifts 
more < : | ; 

And now Ithinke you cannot truly fay, you have recei- 
ved this diftribution of the Keyes from the Scripture, nor 
yet from éntiquity , though you would faine have us be- 
leeve, you would not fticke upon the former diftribution, if 
the words be rightly explained. As how ¢ r.[ Let them(fay 

you) allow fome fhiritnall power to the Key of knowledge, though 
sot. a Charch power.\ But have you not all this while been — 
{peaking of the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, thatis, 
the Church ; and. now.is the power of the Key of know- 
ledge, no Church power ¢ Againe, have not you yout ielfe- 
‘taken away from the Key of knowledge, not only Church 
power, but all power whatever, by contradiftinguifhing it 
tothe Key of power? 3. Isthat Key, whereby he that hath 
it, [met only enters himfelfe into the Kingdome of Heaven, but 
alfo opens the doore for others to enter,we Church power? } 
You addefecondly, [Let shen put 1 4 Key of liberty, as 
wel ae of asthority, into Charch power.) Buc both thele are 
| but ese Key, or nothing,as we have faid ; Nothing indeed | 
to purpofe, if both pele ane confent, or nothing is done, 
: . 3. 3 as - 
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as youand the Brethren affert, 3. fier shens aot. ay | au oe 
divide from the Key of Order or Office, the Key of janie 3 
dition , for Chrift hath gives nojurifdiction, butto whom 
he hath given Offise.| But 1. Chrift (ic feemes) hath di- 


vided the Key of Office, from the Key of jurifdi@ions 
_ for hee hath given no jurifdiGion to Deacons. 2. You 
~fhould have faid, and your fcope required it, Chrift hath 


given tonone the Key of Order or Office, but to whom 
he hath given the Key of jurifdi@ion, but that had con- 


-tradi@ted your felfe in the inflance of Deacoss : [Con- 


cerning whom (ay you) eur Lord fpake nothing of jurif- 


dition, page 6. |. Now is it not as ftrange. that there 
fhould. be an Office in the Church, nt fome jarif 
diction : As that there fhould among the Prelates, bee. 
jurifdiction without an Office, at Jeaft, inftituted by 
Chrift ¢ as it was-in Chancellors, Commiffaries, 8&c. 


“Nay, is it not as ftrange that there fhould be Authority, 


that is, jurifdidtion, to binde and loofe, in thofe that — 
have no Office at all ; as there is in the people in your 
way 3 as that there fhould be an Office without jurif- 
diction ¢ And now I leave you to confider, whether 
of mai Diftributions is moft-confentaneous to the 
rruth. aie eee ay que, s 
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of the § ubjetl of ‘the Key of Knowledge 
| ana Order. | 


7p Ou firft tell us in generall; [That a6 the 


Keyes be divers, fo are the Subjects to 


poke 
Yi) 

6 ae! jec# may poffeffe them all : And fure 
tee they all meet.in Paftors; every one of 
them hathall the Keyes , of knowledge and of power ; of Or- 
‘der andjuri(diétion, according to the old diftribution, and 
perhaps in'yours alfo. As the Apoftles had all the. Keyes 


this is very. doubtfull and: difputable ; 
becaufeat firft, all the Keyes were given 


_by your confeffion ; [They might exhort as. Paftors, teach as The Keyes, i 
Teachers, rile as Rulers, receive and diftribate the eblati- 3% 4 


ons of the Church as Deacons : | So, fee no reaton,but eve- 
ry Minifter of the Gofpell hath virtually in him all the fame 
power and Offices ; And if they be fince divided into more 
hands, forvéafe and“Otder, yet the /whjeé# is primarily but 
one; and forthe diverfity of fubjeéts of the Keyes, it con- 


‘cernes thet who plead it, to make it good by Scripture. 


Vpon this reafon; there are fome, who as they queftion the 
“Office of a raling Eldér, having 1. nodirect or exprefie in- 
ftitited foritin the Scripture, 2. No inftance of any fuch, 


that. - 
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whom they are committed divers. | But — 


to Peter at once, and therefore one fub- 
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“that ruled, and were not alfo Paffers. 3. Nor doe you fay, 


That Peter received the Keyes as araling. Elder, but asa Pa- 


tor : fo they would not yeeld the Office of the Deacom, but 
that they finde expreffe infticuted of it afterwards by the 
Apoftles. But I will not multiply controverfies, but come 
ro your particulars. 7 sspthae 
1.[ The Key of knowledzet or which ss all one,the Key of faith) 
belongeth to all the faithful, whether joyned to any particular 
Church or n0.| But 1. Then one of the Keyes of the King- 
dome of Heaven belongs to women, yea to Infidels 5 When 
God givesthem Faith he gives them 4 Key toreceive Chrift, 
and to find an open doore to enter into the fellow/hip of the 


1 


Church.| Butfurethe Apoftle Peter did not reprefent J4- 


_ fidels when the Keyes were committed to him. 2. The Keyes 
- ate given to fome before they enter into the Church. But 
I pray, Sir,is not he entred into the Church,who hath recei- 
-yed Chrift,and makes profeffion of his faith ° Yes,you may 
fay,into the wayfficall Church, but not into a particular church- 
feKowfhip. Lanfwer, he is entred alfo into the generall wsfible 
Church, by profeffion of his faith ; to which Church, we 


thinke, the Keyes were firft given,and after,to the particular 


Church. But you have fo long dreamed of a particular 
Church, to be the firft and only inftituted Church, that you 


The way.e-t? feeme to forget the vifible general Church and indeed ,to call 


ita Chimera. This,we thinke,you learned from your Cou- 


fins, if not your Brethren, the Browifts. Heretofore, in 


Scripture language, fo foone as men beleeved,and profeffed 


their faith, they were faid, to be added se the Church, notte 


aparticular Congregation (for {o fome were never added, for 
ought we know, asthe Eunuch, and fome others) but to the 
cencrall vifible Church. - And I pray, what Key was it that 


opened 


(you faid) were given to the Church ; but now you fay.they - 


| aes “of theKeyes&ec* a 
opened the doore to enter them into the Church ¢ Wasit 
the key of theix owne particular kvomledge ot Faith ¢ or the 
_key of preaching, viz. the key of knowledge in the Minifters of 
the Gofpell and not inthemfelves 2 You fay here (which 
is the truth) that [they find an open doore to enter into the fel- 
low hip of the Church: \ whichis pafrvely, to bs capable to 
- beadmitted into the Church, and not aé#vely, to open the 
-doore to themfelves. : . ihe 
2. [The Key of Order,belongeth to all {uch as ave in Church 
order whether Elders or Brethren. | But this is doubtfully {po- 
_ keninadouble refpe&t: 1. What you meane by Order as 
afore. If Order and Office be all one (as you feemed te 
yeeld) then the key of order belongs not tothe Brethren at 
all, but tothe Elders, who are in office. - If Order be taken » 
| fororderly carriage, or, (as you your felfe fpeak in this very 
Paragraph) For (orderly [ubjection, according to the order of 
the Gofpell \ itis juft nothiag to the power of the Keyes 
For &cyes imply an aQive power, orderly {ubjection is mo- 
rally paffive. 2. It is alfo doubtiull,what is meant by Churcé 
inthis place : If it be taken for the general vifiole Church, 
| that hath nothing to doe with the power of the keyes, which 
are committed({ay you) to the particular Church : If forthe 
particular Congregation, ivis then doubifull (till. For it may 
be asked, what power have the Brethren in Church Order,in 
the keyes of Order, more than one not yet in Church Order 2 
Your felfe fpeake confufedly here, in my judgement, when 
you fay; [Every faithfull fone that hath received a key of 
kuowledge (you thould rather fay,knowledge, by the key of 
| preaching) #% bound to watch over bis Neighbours foule, as hss 
© psyne,8cc. non ratione ordinis fed ins tnitn charitatis , Not by 
_vertueof 4 fiateor order which he ts in(tcl in Church-fellow hip) 
but as of common Ghriftian love and charity ; ome in Church- 
| | et tB due Order, 
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Order, ts bound to doe it in both refpedts,Sec.) Butt. A Chri- 


ftian of no-particular Church as yet, isin a Church. Order, 
with refpect to the generall vifible Church; (or elfe what dif- 


_ fers he from an Infidelle) and fo is bound to watch over his 


Neighbour, not only by vertue of common charity, but of 
that Chriftian. Order wherein he ftands. 2. Nay,an Infidell 


js bound, iv tuitu charitateé, by vertue of common naturall 


love and charity, to watch over, and admonith his brother: 
and isa Chriftian (not yet in Charch- Order, as you call it) 


lsound no more than he,to watch over his brother? Ifhebe, 


(as he is, by a nearer relation unto the myfticall body, and 
vifible Church of Chrift) then he is to doe it, by veitue of | 
his Order, or ftate of Chriftianity : If he be not, what 
differs he from an InfidelleI¢ was a morall Law, Lev.19.18. 
Thow fhale wot hate thy brother, but rebuke bim.&c. | Which 
Cain defpifed, when he faid ,, (4a I my brothers keeper?) 
Surely it is want of ssturall charity, not to watch overa 
brother, that isnot in Charch-Order as you meane it, And 
‘it is not becomming a Chriftian to fay : [4 Chrifian ia 
Church. Order is not to watch over a brother not in Charch- 
Order, ratione ordinis, dyt only in tuitu charitatis: | He is 
bound to doe fo for an Infidell, and is he bound no more to 
a Chriftian ¢ Suppofe one in your Charch. OrderfeeaChri- 
ftian not in Charch-Order,walke unorderly; ishenot bound _ 
to admonifh him, by that royall Law of Church-Order, 
J4at.18.1, And if he will not heare him, to take two or 
three more 3 and ifthe will not hearethem, to tellitto the | 


- Church ; and afterwards,to walke towards him,as God di- 


rects the Church to order it ¢ Hath Chrift ordained no 
better remedy to reclaime a Chriftian,not in Church- Order, 
than to reclaimean Infidel? But further: An offcer,or etic 
in afupertour Order by reafon of his office,is bound to watch 

| over 


Ma I ae a 


Of the Keyes,&c. foe 


over his brothers foule, not only iz twitu charitats, but alfo 
vatione ordints. Isa brother bound as muchas he? orheno | 
more thena brother out of office ¢ “Againe}a Deacon is ina 
fupetiour Order, by reafon of his office (as'you {peake here 
of Elders) in-what different refped is he bound co: watch 
| over his*brother?no otherwife then a brother out of office ? 

. Truly then itis all one in your way,to be in an office, and out 
Of office. And-this is the way to banifh, if nor Chriftian, 
yet saturall charity out of the Church: Andit is obfervable, 
that fince this sew Charch-fellowfhip, and Church covenant 
hath beea fet up, charity is growne very cold, and fome of 

them have been heard to profefle [they had nothing to doe 
with an offendor, not of their owne particular Church. commy- 

nion: | And doe indeed account all not of their way, lit. 
tle better than Zufidels, ox as they {peake withont , and 
ina manner fay with Cain, dm I my brothers keeper @ Never 
| wastherefo little charity, fo much {corne and contempt of 
all not in their owne way, as is found inthem that profeffe 
themfelves the only people, that have found the way of 
Chrift,though in feverall Sections. 
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His Key «6 given te the Brethren of theChurch ; for 
fofaith the Apoftle, Gal.5.13. Brethren you sre 
called wnte liberty | Concerning the viidication 
of chat: Text enough hath been faid above. Be- 
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toricate a little,to make it more paflable. [ 4s inshe common- 


wealth, the welfare of it flands inthe due ballencing of theli- 

berties or priviledges of she people,and the authority of the Ma- 

— giftrate : fointhe Church, the fafety of it isinthe right or- 
dering of the priviledges of the Brethren, and the miniffe. . 


ria authority of the Elders.\ Allthisis granted ; Butthe 


right 6.incing ot either, lyes not in the multitudeof the - 
people, as having any immediate influence into the govern- 


ment of Church or State: For then the government of both 
were Democraticall. But as in our State,the balancing of the 


priviledges of the people, and the authority of the Magi- — 
ftrate fupreme, lyes in the authority of the Parliament, 
where there are Kuights and Burge(fes reprefenting the peo- - 


ple : fo, Ithinke it is inthe Church the ballancing of the 
Brethrens priviledges, and the Miwifters antherity, {eemes to 


lye inthe Raling-Elders, who arethe reprefentatives of the a 
people. But takeaway this badla/ or poife of the govern - 


ment, and it will be either abfolutely Monarchicall, and {o 


eafily Tyrannicall, or elfe Demecraticall, and {0 lyableto 


Axarchy and confufion,as experience fhewes us,inthe Papall 
and Epifcepad tyranny, and the Separatifis Anarchy ;thetwo 


extremes before obferved. But let us take a view of the par= 


ticulars. Their Zeberties are ; 


1. [Techufe their owne Officers: fo A&s t.and 6.and 14.7 | 


Ingenerall I anfwer thus : The e/eéfion of the people, was. 
no more but a defignation,or propounding the perfons, and 


prefencing them tothe Apoftles, not by way of vete or fuf- — 
frage, but by way ofdefire, if they were found fit, to have - 


one or {ome of them ordained. But this is little or nothing 
to the power of the Keyes. That place 4&s 1. was an extra- 
srdinary cafe, wherein the people had little or no hand : 


For Ie. 
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4s. And yet you fay allo, [That the Brethren may ordaine their 


| ft ~—siséOOfcer's; ) Therefore the people have more than a key of 
EE) Keyes, p. diberty, they have a key of rale and authority ; which yet 
f) idonen. againe you doe relerve as proper tothe Elders.Confider how 


! ‘| ination & ‘ -a* } 
f/ ti@ion you can reconcile the contradi@ions. That the people have 


J) line indif’ a Liberty, juftly to except, or rationally, to approve of their 


q : 4 itly to all 
} Pre{bycers. 
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chofen,not in the e/ec¥ion of Officers to be ordained. 

2. The fecond /sberty of the people is, [To fend out mef- 
Sengers for the publicke fervice of the Charch,Phil.2.25. Chis 
may be granted a:diberty, but nothing to the power of the 
keyes : People may affent to, or approve of the reafonable 


Knights and Bargeffesshave yet aconfent.and approbationto 
fend:themtothe Parliamenti, is! r 
3. Athird Liberty: [To accept againft (uch ae offer them- 


formers Any wera may ina fcandall, except againtt any 
that offers to:partake of the Sacrament, by way of infor 
mation to the Officers:; yet hath no intereft inthe keyes. 

qe A. fourth :< [Te joyne with the Elders, in inquiring. 


BR OEE RRC Oe 
fers calling, and erdémasion, but a complement to the félees:. 
nity of it: And if fo, the people doe ordaine them as well _ 
as clect, and thats more then a “erty, evenas full Authority - 
fie as the Bromnifis give to the people : Your felfe doe ace 
way,p.48s knowledge fome where,that [ Ordlmation is 4 worke of Rule: | 


Officers, is granted 5 but this is (I ftill fay) nothingto the 
| way,p.49 power of the Keyes, which confifts in Ordination of Officers 


choice of meffengers to be fent forth, juft as poore Cortiers 
inthe Countrey, that have no votes in theele@tion of their - 


[elves 10 communion, or unto the feales of it, Adts 9.26.)° 
This..issnothing ‘more to thepower of the keyes, than the 


hearing, judging of publick:[cimdals, [o's to: bind nasoriens 

offtuders under cenfaresarato forgive the: pemtents} If-this 

be notaquivecaly {poken;it is:certainly:more then.a Mbereys. 
eo That 


ve Of ihe Resp. gt 


_ by way of prefence,is a liberty notto be denyed. But if you 
authority. "leare your owne words, fpoken with refpect to 


Bifhops, but will better fit our purpofe : [Uf the Holy-Gho 
had appointed the people to any fhare in the keyes, be would 


have appointed them alfo fome eminent worke. Bat what Joill 
“ghathe 2 Shallit be Ordination ¢ Why that is awork of Rale: 


Or foallit be hearing accufations againft Elders,and cenf{uring 
them secordingly. ? Why that i a worke of Rule alfo.} Let me 
adde, fhall it-be judging of publick fcandals, fo as to bind 
notorious offendors under cenfure ° Why, that is a worke 
of Rulealfo. And confider now, whether they have not a 
hey of authority,as full as the Elders themfelves.If you meane 


atan Affizes, it is juft nothing tothe purpofe , a ftranger, 
none of the Congregation, a woman, an heathen may doe 
asmuch. Butyou fay, [The Apoftle alloweth to all the Bre- 
thren a power to judge them that are within, 1 Cot.5.22.] 


But cither this is fallacious ; There was a power in the 


Church of €orinth,to judge thofe within ; ergo,this power 
was in the people, or elfe it is falfe, if meant of authoritative 
judgement ; or ifenly a judgement of di/cretion,ic is quite 
befides the queftion. But you fearing an objection, prevent 
ic, to jadgeisanaGtof Ree, which is proper to the El- 


Thatthey may enquire for their own fatisfaction, and heare 


“meane any more, itis more thena /berty, an ac of rale and | 


ajadgement of difcretion only,which all the multitude have” 


ES Peed aa 


The way, i 


ders s you anfwer, [There # judgement of difcretion, As 
inthe lury it 1s an abt of their popular liberty, inthe lndgean 


a of judiciall aushority..\ To this I have many things to 
fay: 1. A judgement of (cretion will not ferve your turne 5 
for that (as I faid) is common toall the people at an Affizes 3 
and that is common to women, atid heathens, if prefent,at 


i ” : ] , 
Jf / 
| = yr. - . 4 =H & Yet: % fy « ~ 


your Confifteries ; and if this be all, what difterence isthere © 
2 | between - 
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“nothing in this controverfie: yet this I underftand, at i 
OWE - Speake 


0. > 
tay 


DP optbemapeec, 1 Re Oe | 7 
Speake cleare otherwife fometimes , denying the Brethren =| 
any rale or authority, referving it only tothe Eiders +. As if 4 
_ you meant no more, but that the people did but yeeld con- 
-fentto the judgement of their E/ders,by obedience to the will 
of Chrift, and many fuch like words. 5. Butto the point iA 
hand: The ary then doth not reprefent the Brethren, but 
the Ruling Elders, whichruling Elders ftand in ftead of all. - 
the Brethren,as the Iury doth in ftead of all the peap/e ; and fo 
the priviledge of the people is faved. Ocherwife, all the 
people Should be of the Jury, as all the Congregation are al- 
lowed by you,and others, to be Iudges of the offender. And 
the truth is, it is a dsberty or riviledge to the paity that is 
- arraigned, that he may be judged by his Peeres ; Icis not 
a liberty of the Iury : So it is a priviledge for any accufed 
brother, that he fhall be tryed and judged by his Peeres, the 
ruling. Elders : \is no priviledge of the reft of the Brethres 
to be his Indges 5 as it is no priviledge of all the people at 
the Affizes,that they may claime a place in the Iury. 6. That 
which you adde, that there is great difference between the 
-Iudge and Iury : [For fay you) though the Inry have gvew 
wp their verdid, yet the malefactor ts wos therenpon legally 
condimned, much leffe executed, but upon the fenteace of the 
 Indge. This being rightly paralelld, will make againtt you: 
fo, though the raling- Elders ( reprefenting the people,) give 
-uptheir votes and judgement 5 yet the party is not excom- 
— municated, but upon the fentence of the Pa/for. And indeed, 
the Jwry rather feeme to acquit or condemne,than the Indze s 
he doth but pronounce the fentence,as they have adjudged it: 
fo the ralmg-Elders, being morein number, by veres de- 
termine the caufe, which is pronounced by the Paffor, and 
{o the parasellis faire and full. Bur that all the people at rhe 
Affizes Should give up their rele well as the Z#77,is not 
in 


GO eda 
In pratti(e inthe Common-wealth ; and fo {poilesthe pa. 

7 ralelof the votes of all the Brethren in the Church. And 
yet you perfift to fay: [The whole Churci may be faid to bind 
ana loofe, in that they confent and concurre with the Elders, : 
both in aifcerning it 10 be juftandin declaring their Judgement, q 


by lifting up of hands, or by filence, and after, by rejecting the 
pegs ts asall the ache at an Aflizes, may be faid to 
condemne or acquit, becaufe they confent with the ludge 
and Iwry, both by dilcerning itto be jut, and in declarin 
their judgement, by lifting up their hands, or by filence, 
and after, by reje@ing the party, But what if the people 
doe not confent (as difcerning it not to be jolt) nor will 
reject the party ¢ Ishethen acquitted ¢ Thus it mug beg” 
or it holds not proportion with the cafe in band : For ifthe 
Brethren doe no more but approve and execute the fentence 
of the Presbytery, this is ju nothing to the power of the keyes, 
intended to be given them,and is a meere pafirves tiviledge, 
And that you may fee your owne inconftancy, confider 
what you fay elfewhere, page 11. [The Brethren ftand in an 
Order evenin an orderly {ubj eclion, according tothe order of the 
Gofpell pacers. T hey give confent, in obedience tothe will of 
Chrift, page 37. 7. hey (the people) aifceraing the light and 
_bathzeadsly yeeld obedience to their overfeers, page a1. That 
thy may confent tothe judgement and fentence of the Elders.) 
wh. .., Had you kepr your felfe conf{tant-to thefe expreffions, you 
: oa * had both preferved.the srath of the Gofpell, and the peace o£ 
out their the Church. 


fell,im- 


| ea ee And now for a conclufion of this Section, Let me urge 
Bi igwas you with an argument of your owne, againit Ep:(copacy, 
Me | Pcwithou page 39, [ Hicrome fayes, the Churches sere Loverned by the 
fpr auhori- Common couucell of the Presbyters|* The Prelates evafion 
is, [89 sheir counfel aked, wo followed :), You anlwers 
: ack Bae 2 ge. This: 
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This wonld imply acomradidtion toWieromes words : Fer im. 4 
asking their counfell, and not following it, the Bifhep fhould gos 

wera the charch againft their Councel which w acoutrad:é&ion, | 
So fay ly The Church (fay you) isgoverned by the cone 
fent of the Brethrex : Laske, whether you meane their coun-_ 
fell and confent asked only, or followed alfo. If the later, 
thenthe Brethren have as full authority with the E/ders, as a 
the Prefbyzer, had withthe Bi(bep : If the former, ivis‘a ia 
contradiction, to fay, The Church is governed by the con- = | 
. fentof the Brethren, and yet is governed againft their con 
 fent; fo that the queftion clearly ftated is this: [Whether 
the Brethren have [uch concurrence and confent, as that they 
| havea negative vote or cafting voice : | lf they have, its that 
popular Anarchy, of youkoow whom : If nor, its nothing 
‘tothe power of the Keyes. Only, let me but remember 
you what elfewhere you fay,conce‘ning the peeples power | 
in government of the Church : [la cafe the Officers doe The way, 
erre, and commit offence, they shall be governed by the whole! *°° 
body of the Brethren s though orherwife, the Brethren are bound 
to vbey and [ubmit to them in the Lord. \ How you can recon- 
cilethefe things Iknow not. | 
But now you propound a fad queftion: [Whether the 
Charch hath power of proceeding to the utmoft cenfure of their 
whole Pre(bytery.} Before I take your antwer, I obferve x. 
That you might have made the queftion alfo,whether the 
Prefbytery hath power to proceed to the utmoft cenfure of 
the Church, and the Brethren the Epiftolers, re‘olve both 
negatively, Epift.p.4. 2. That you fuppofe here, that the 
Church may’ proceed to fome, though not to the utmoft 
ceifure of theirPre/bytery 5 and that (as you would »feeme 
to deny it in your anfwer, fo) is more thandiberty it is a great 
deetee of ‘Authority, not only over one of your cae ; 
they E 2 u 
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1. Anfw. (lt cannot (fay you) be well conceived, thas the 


whole Pre{bytery fhonld be preceeded againft, becanfe fome, a 


Strong party perhaps, will fide with thems, and then the Church 


ought not to proceed, without confulting with the Synod. | 
Reply. But 1. thisis befides the queftion, which fuppofes 


the. whole Pre/bytery,and the whole Church oppofed ; and fo 
your anfwer.may feeme to intimate, that if none did fide 


with them, the Church might proceed againft them, and 


that to the stmeft cenfure ; but only in ad:fenfion of the 
Church, they may not. 2. Ifinany cafe, they ought not to 
proceed, doth not this deftroy their isdependency, if they 


muft fly toa Synod 2 No(fay you) they ought only to con. _- 


fale the Synod. But ifthe Synod have no power to deter- 
mine, and cen{ure,they are ftill but where they were. What 


if the Presbytery or Church will not fubmit to their deter- 


mination,or Declaration ¢ (for itis no more) what remedy 
hath the Church againft their erring, hereticall, {candalous 


Prefbytery ° If the Synod have a power of cenfure, then 
_ againe you deftroy your Independency : No; [The Church 


may withdraw from them: | Sothey might before they con- 
Salted the Synod , nay, they were bound to doe it in your 
way, without comfalting the Synod.But you may call to mind 
your former thoughts, In your other Tra@, you give them 
full power [+0 ceafure their Officers without any Officers; | as 
hath more then once been {aid above. ; | 


And thus your fecond anfwer is alfo anfwered alrea- ) 


dy. You fay, [Excommunication is one of the bighet atts 


of Role, and crgo, cannot be performed bus by fome Ru 


fers 5) Yet you contradi& this flatly, in your other 


TraG,when you fay; [lacafe of offence giwen by an Elder, 


tie 
but over your Overfeers : And now I fhafl view your an- 
fwer tA sean ses 


r - 
ne ee ee ae —siee, 


ie of the Keyes,&c. ae. at 
ar by. tbe whole Elderfhip together,the Church hath Authority, — 
(marke that, Authority, which in this Booke you oft deny). 
* torequire utisfaction of them 5 and if they doe wot give due 
farisfaction, to proceed to cenfere according tathe quality of the 
offence. | And yet (which is ftrange, me thinks) here you 
refolve the cleane contrary: [The Church cannot excommea- 
nicate the whole Prefbytery, becanfe thcy have not received 
from Chrift an office of Rule, without their Officers. | Bat now 
if this reafon be good, then onthe other fide it might feeme 
reafonable; That the Presbytery might excommunicate.the 
whole Church Apoftate, becaule they have received from 
Chrift an office of Rale, without the Church: No, fay you, 
[They muft tell the € burch, and joyne with the Church in that 
- genfure.\ Bat this is to fay and unfay : For if the Church 
- muft joyne with them.then the Church hath received fome 
—-peece of an office of Rale,which was before denyed : Ifyou 
. fay, they have not received any Office of Rule, without their 
Officers, This may imply, that with their Officers they 
Have received an Office of Rale, which all thiswhile you: 
have feemed to deny, allowing them a Liberty, but no Reale 
or Authority. And whereas you fay 5 [They mut tel she 
Church, but that cannot be, when the Church ws Apoftate : | 
Trejoyne, this makes it reafonableto me, That there is anc; 
ther Church, to which they muft tell the offence,-by way of 
appeale , or-elfe, both an erring Presbytery, or an Apoftate 
Church, have no remedy to recover them, inftituted by 
Chrift ; and fo the Church, a multitude, or a Presby- 


3 


tery, is not fo well provided for, as one particularmem- 
ber. Ve ge ean 4 iit 

But you have found a remedy +. 7¢ Church wants not He 
berty 10 withdraw from them.\ \s not this even santameust. 
with excommunication ? Is i¢ not the exesasios of chat 
F 3. {entence, 
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fentence,towithdraw, elpecially in yout way, Extomnni- 
- Cation is the contrary to commynion, Now how doth the 


Church communicate their Elderse Take your owne words: 
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[C45 they fet up the Pre{bytery, by profefine their [abjedtion 


‘bothemis the Lord : [0 they avoid them (that is, in fenfe, 
excommunicate them) by profefed withdrawing their [ubje- 
ction from them, according te God | And this is as’ muchas 


any people doe, or need to doe, to perfons excommenicate » 
unlefle you grant them a power to the very Act and decree 
of excommunication » which as you have clearly done in 


your other Traét, fo you doe here, giving them a power 


more than Minifteriall,even a Kiagly and more than 4 King. 


4 power,when you fay; [They rule the Charch, by appern- 


ting their owne Officers and likewife in cenfuring offenders not 
only by their Officers (which is as much as Kings are wont 
to doc) but alfo by their owne Roysll affent, which K 18S ave 
uot wont to doe, but only in the execution of Nobles.) Satis pro 
imperio. : 


5. The laff Libert 'y of the Church, is Liberty of consrsunion 


with other Churches, which és [even wayes exercifed, Sec. ] 
To this I fay in genérall: This is rathér Communion of Saints, 
than communion of Churches’; becatife in yout way, every 
Church is adepen dent and hath no Church-ftate, in relation 


to any, but its owne members.’ We fuppofe this communion 
isthe liberry or priviledge of every’ Chriftian, by vertiie GF 


his intereft in the genetall vifiblé Church, and‘not by any 
peculiar intereft in'a particular Congregation.’ He tharisa 
profefitd ChHR MA) dtid:baptivedshath aright toall theOm 
dinances of God.where ever he find them ; As of old, he 


that was a Citizen of ‘Rome ro borne, was a‘fiecmnan, 


throug all the Romane Empires” and enjoyed the ptivie 
ledoes’oF 8 pia) 0 Chriftian iSa Pee Denizen in any 


part 
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part of the Chriftian world , [4 Citizen with the 5 aints and | 
of the bonfbold of Ged, Eph.z.19.] And thisto me feemes 
. reafonable upon thefe grounds: r. Becaufeevery Chriftian, 
not yet io a particular Church,or Congregation, is at liberty. 
to joyne himfelfe to any Church, tyed by no eb/:gati on to 
one more than another. 2. Becaufe it is lawfull for any 
member of a particular Church, upon jaft reafons to leave 
that Church, and to joyne himfelfe to another, and nothing 
can hinder his removall or. communion with another 
Church, except he be. fcandalous,&c. 3. It was the cu-. 
ftome of the firft times, before Congregations were fixed, 
to adde them to the vifible Church, were their numberlel- 
fer or greater, and give them communion in all the Ordi- 
nances of Chrift. 4. Becanfe the whole vifible Church ts 
but one City,one Kingdome, theugh for orders fake, divi- 
ded into feverall Corporations. It is not fo in c#vid/relpectss 
 ACitizenof one Corporation, cannot goe and fet up trade 
in another, becaufe they have their feverall Charters - But 
in the Gity of God, the Kiagdome of Chuift, there is but 
one Charter for all ; and no more is required to admita man 
a member of any Congregation, but that he profefle him- 
felfe a Chriftian, and live accordingly. Your New Cove- 
nant totye men to your particular Church, that he may not 
remove, wi-hout a generall leave,will, I feare, prove a {nare 
and atyraney,worle than yet we can imagine. , 
~ re But come we to your particulars : [ Firlt.by way of par-~ 
ticipation of the Lords Supper, the members of one Church 
comming to another Charch,&c.\ But 1. Why doe you in- A 
ftance inthis Ordinance only ¢ Have not their childrenoc- 1 
cafionally borne there, a liberty alfo of Baptifme? The ra- Where neithedl) 
: 3 os ?. of the parentgi) 
ther, becaufe Bprifme is not adminiftred with refpe& tO can claim right 


this or that Church, but to the general vifible ae to the Lord#) im 
, | : Unleffe. W/, 
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i | ghttoBap- Yet fome of your brethren will hardly baptize a childe of 
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charity, whatju/zice is inthis ¢ 4. But your reafon L like very 
well: [For we receive the Lords Supper, not only as a Seale of 
our Communion with the Lord l¢fus, and with bis members in 
our owne Church, but al[oin all the Churches of the Saints: | 
Whence Tinterre, then it is not any favour difpenfed by 
you, toa member of another Church, but a digaity or privi- - 
ledge, common to every member of that dody, by vertue of - 
that memberfbip, and not with refpe& to his particular 
Church memberthip. And I pray, is not Baptifme aifoa 
Seale of our Communion, with all the members of Chrifts 
body ¢ Whythen may you not admit the children of the 
members of any Church, to be baptized by your Paffors, — 
upon juft occafion, as well as to admit the parents to the 
se ae Le Lords 
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Lords Supper? Nay further: If the Sacraments be Scales of 
"our communion with all the members of Chrift, why doc. 
you not admit any true Cbriftian, and ‘his children, to the 
_ communion of the Sacraments, though they be not as yet 
admitted members of any particular Congregation ? How 
dare you deny any member of that Body, communion with its 
fellow-members, when it hath saon and communies with 
theHe:d? Confiderit. = eo a 
2. A fecond way of your communion of Churches, ts, 
[By wey of recommend tion as Paul in the behalfe of Phoebe, . 
- &c.} Butthis is fo farre from being any part of the power 
of the Keyes, thatitis a duty, which a Church or party owe 
- toany Chriftian that is godly, not by vertue of any pattt- 
cular Church-memberfhip, but by the common inrereft of 
-Chriftianity ; yea, by the common right of bamsanity even 
to an honeft Heathes, according to the ninth Commande-. 
ment, which requires us, to beare true witne({e to oar brother, 
_ ifwebethereto required. The detters are only declarative, — - 
of the good behaviour of the party, occafionedtoremove — 
tofuchaplace. Was this (thinke you) a partof the power 
of the Keyes, delivered to Peter, and the reft of the Apoftles? 
Befides, if there be any vertue in thele Jesters, tovadmita — 
member into communion, is there nota like vertue inthem, 
to excommunicate one ungodly ¢ And if thefe Jerters di- 
miffory have power to admit amember of one Church, to 
be a member of another, without any new covenanting , have 
they not the like power to admit the Pa/for of one ‘Church, 
to be a Paffor of another Church, without any #ew Ordina- 
sion ? which yet, beleeve,you doe not practife. - 
3. [Byway of Confuleation , and 4 by Congregation into a 
Synod. | But what isall this tothe power of the Keyes ¢ If 
upon Congregation, and confultation of other Church- 
G Officers, 
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Officers, there be not abind ing power, it is rather a/atebof | 


Church of Aatioch fent to o:her 


_ before they were ele@ed or ordained by the Churches to 
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a deore, which may. be opened and fhut at any bodies — 
pleafure, thana Xeytoletin, or locke out with any Aue 
thority. But of the power of Syaodsmorehereafter, oh 
4. A fifth way is: [Tbe liberty of giving and receiving | 
mutual {upplyes one from another, gifted men, or bencvolen- 


_ 6es,8cc..) I conceive firlt,thefe are rather duties of common | 


sharity, than of Church liberty, or any power of she Keyes: 
And Idefireto know what thofe gifted men were, that the 

Countries ¢ Were they 
not Apofiles, or Prophets, or Teachers in Office’ Then they. 4 
were Paffors or Teachers by Office, before they were fent, . 


which they werefent. Thereuponit followes, that a Pa/fer 
or Teacher (becaufe you. may fay a Pa/Por relates to his owne 


- flocke) a Teacher (fo was Barnabas, AQs 13.1.) isa Tescher 
tothe general vifible Church, notco the particular Church 


only, as you hold. And then againe, a Yeacher, qua Tea ) 
cher, may preach to another Church, aad -convert Hea- ; 
thens ; and not as a gifted brother only, as you fometimes 

{peake. | 


- Afixth way is, [By way of matuall admonition, whena 


publicke offence is found amoneft them + One Church may 


fend 10 adsonifh another, and sf thit Church will not hearé, - 
sake two or three orher Churches 3 and if not heare them, then : 
withdraw 8c.\ This admonitionis a duty of every brother, | 
at leaft of every Chriftian, as aChriftian, and no powerof 
the Keyes atall-: And let it be confidered, that the place, 
Mattb.18. 15,16. doth not make the admonition of oneor . 
more brethren, any power of she Keyes, buta duty. only con- 

cerning every man, inorder to the cenfure of the Church : 


But if one or more Chorches may proceed witha Church- 
| offending, 
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_may they not takethe third ftep, asthe Lift remedy, to ex- 9 ty 3 bi0 
comnuicate her, being obftinate, as the Church doth an ob- ther oftendl 


offending, as private perfons with an offend ing brother; why. ber of witn| 


fes, to joynely, 


i | 


t 


ftinate bother 2 No;[Becaufe the Churches are all of equal &<.agrecing) 
authority: Butfoare all the members of a Congregation brother'y loll 
of equallauthority,yet the whole may excommunicate him: &c. Ths wa | 
And.f there be as much Church-communien berween Chur- P43 
ches, asthere is between members ot a particular Congre- 
gation; [fee noreafon, why many Churches affembled in neg 
a Synod, may not as well excommunicate an obftinate 
Church, as a Congregation, a pacticular aember. If you 
deny excommanicatios of a Church, others will (and doe) 
deny excommunication of a member, and fay, 70n-comun- 
nion or withdrawing is as much as can be done. Andif you 
fay, the Churches may withdraw communien 5 I demand, 
firft, what is that in effect, but excommunication, wanting, 
only. a Sywodicall Decree , yet page 25. you fay,[ 4 Synod 
hath power to determine,to witha aw communion from an offen- 
ding Church: \ Andis it any mate in the excommunication 
of an offending brother ¢ They doe but deternaine all fhall 
withdraw communion from him. This is therefore but a 
meere Logomachie. 7 | | 
6. The laft way of Communion of Churches, is, [4y 
way of propagation, or maltiptication of Churches: } Buc x. 
This istather a dsvifion of Churches, than either propage- 
tion, or multiplication : For thefe very Churches were be- 
fore all one Church, now only dzvided intotwo The Ape- 
ftles and the firft Planrers,did not thu: prepagate Churches 5 
bur went into places, where no Churches were, no Chrifti- 
ans, and there gathered and mulriplyed Churches. We 
have enough. of this. divifies of Churches, (fi ice you: way 
fetup). but little of che prepsgation ox multiplicatee Vrimnt- 
G 2 tive 
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| _ tiveand Apoftolicall. For I pray Sir, tell us, next time you: 
fi. —_ write over, how many Churches have you multiplyed a- - 
moneft the Indians in New- England ¢ Not one, that I ever: 
_ heard of: You have divided Churches indeed,from 6/d Bag 
~ land, but propagated none. And our Brethren at home, how 
many Churches have they divided and diftra@ted fince their 
returnie, but have multplyed none? If fome mew Teachers 
‘fheuldarife in New England, and gather (or rather fteale) | 
. fome members out of every of your Congregations,would. 
you call this wu/tiplication of Churches, or rather divifion ? 4 
Had you gone into New England, and fent out your Paftors, 1 
: 
a 


(who are by calling, (birituall Fathers) to convert /ndians, 
(as was pretended) or our Brethren here, gone and fent into 
Wales, and other parts, little better than heathens, and con- 
verted them, and had gathered them into Churches,thishad 
been a propagation of Churches indeed. But this theydoe _ 
hot, nor will doe, nor well can doe: For their cpinionis, 
(and yours too in New England) that no Paffor is a Paflor- A 
to any, but his particular Congregation : fo theit Paftorsare’ 
only Nwarfes to give fucke, not Pirituall Fathers, to propa- 
gate and beget children to God and his Church. That they’.  @ 
leave to every gifted brother, to raife up feed to their Bre- 7 
thren, and not to themfelves. For ifonce the chilaren he 
borne, and alittle growne up, then thele: (Fathers in Law)” 
take them up, or rather /fea/e them from them, who have 
{pent their ffrength in begetting,and breeding them, travel= 
ling i paine, ull Chrift was formedinthem. But if 2 Pee’ 
flor ana flocke be relates, is a Teacher fo too 2 They may. 
doe well then te fend Teachers to beget children for their. 
Paftors ; left it be faid : [No mean in Office hath any (kill, or: 
will, or power.to propagate but only 1e divide Charches.) °° 
Againe, why doe you call this a power of the Keyes - fora: i 
| _. Church 3 
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| ie “of the Keyes, Xe. ie 45 ae | 


Church to fend out 4 Congregation(as an Hive doth afwarm) — 
when they are too fully This is their liberty, not yours. 

“They have power without you, to gather themfelves to- 
gether, and to enter into a Church-way, and to chufe their 
officers,and doeall,as wellasyouhad. : 

‘Laftly, if Paflors, qua Paffors, ot T eachers, qua Teachers, 
are tyed to a particular Congregation, then cannot they pro- 
seate Churches 3 only gifted Brethren can doe that: And 
fo gifted Brethren,not Paftors and Teachers, are the Succef- 

_ forsofthe Apoftles : We thinke Paftors and Teachers are 
Officers to the whole Church, asthe Apoftles were 5 You 
will fay, then they are Apoftles : Firft, will you fay your 
gifted Brethren are Apoliles, becaufe they goe abroad to 
convert and propagate Churches ¢ Secondly, it followes 

got » That which made the Apoftles differ from the Pa- 

-ftors, is delivered by your {elfe, to ftand in two things: a 
[That an Apofile bad in fam in all minifferiall power of all The Keyes, | 
the officers of the Church. .2» That Apoftolicall power exten- 3 ie & 
dedte all Churches as much as to any one.\ But withall you » 
fay, [That this power conjoyned in them, i now divided by 

| them, among all the Churches, and all the Officers of the 
Churches refpectively . | -T aske then, what Officer of the 

Church hath power to plant and propagate Churches 2 
Your gifted Brethren ate no Officers of the Churclr: I hope, 

Ruling. Elders and Deacons are tyed as well to their particular: 

Churches, as the Paftors and Teachers + ergo, it muft fall 
upon the Paftors and Teachers, or there is no fuch thing: 
now, as propagation of Churches.’ But take once more your 
‘owne grant inthis Paragraph, where now we are + [ Though 
the Apoftles be dead, whofe Office it was t0 plant and gather 
Churches , ye the worke u not dead but the fame power of the 
Keyes ps lef with the Churches i” common,&cs\ Marke, firft, 

eaves! Me aa ee you : 
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you call it a power of the keyes,to plant and gather Churches, 
_ and an Office of the Apoitles : But this power of the Keyes, 
this Office is not bequeathed to gifted Brethres, nor to 
Ruling-Elders,ox Deacons ; ergs, it is left to the Paftors or 
Teachers. Next, you fay, the fame power of the Keyes is — 
left with the Churches in common : You fhould fay, with 

the Paftors or Teachers of the Church, or with the Chur_ 
ches indeed, but inthe hands of her Officers : Ocherwife 

you make not only the brethren, but fiffers too (according 

to their meafure, as youfpeake) Fathers and Mothers [To 
propagate and inlarge the Kingdome of Ghrift, throughous all 
generations, as Goa [ball give opportunity. But were it {o. 

yet then much more would it concerne the Paftors and 
Teachers (the Succeffors of the Apoftles, if they have any 
"at all) to propagate and inlarge the Kingdome of Chrift_ a5 
God fhall give opportunity. | cae 
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He Key of Authority or Rule ss committed to the 
Elders of the Church, and fothe A& of Rule 
is proper to tteir Office..| But,methinks,you 
Yaya fhould have done well, to diftinguith both 
bap @ «Of Authority and Rule, and alfo of Elders, 
<< <-preaching: from: thofe they call Relimg- 
&lders : For Authority:and Rule may be diftinguithads be- 
| Se caufe 
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 caufe there is Rule in thofethat are called Reding-Elders, but 

not Authority to preach and adminifter Sacraments : 1 
would not have noted it, but that you confufedly reckon up 
the particulars of Authority and Rule, without diftinction, 

what belongs to one fort of Blders, whattoanother 5 As it 
they did equally belong to both. 

y. The firftis: (That which the Elders, who labour inthe 
Word and Doétrine, are to attend unto chiefly, that is, tae 
preaching of the word, and the adminiftration of the Sacra- 
ments.) For the firtt, [the preaching of the Word, Mome of » 
your Brethren fay, that private gified Brethren may prophe- 
cye, that is, preach, and others fay they may baptize too $ 

who yet are denyed power in ruling, as being not E/ders, not 

Officers, to whom the A& of Ruling is proper : Indeed you 

— feeme to deny gifted Brethren power to prophefie publick- 

dy; but your Prefacers write, Magifier bic non tenctur. Yet 

their owne refolution of the cafe, and their practife doth not 
wellagree. They fay, 2 gifted Brother may [eccaftonally - 
preach, wot in an ordinary comfe.| But we fee, they doe it 
ordinarily and conftantly , witneffe all their Lecéarers, their » 
double and treble beneficed Leéturers ; and one who takes 
a Benefice, (but perhaps not the charge of foules, nor ad- 
miniftration of Sacrassents) where he conftantly preaches. 
Ifyou fay, They are Elders or Paftors :1 anfwet, they are fo, 
totheir owne feleé# Congregations, but they are butas gifted - 
Brethren to other Congregations ; for their principle is, 

— [Paftor and flocke are relates: \ which, if it be nota fine de- 

—— affon, let the world judge. We deny not, but geftea Bre- 
thren, of {uch abilities as are fit for Office, for learning and 
judgement,éc. may for approbation, exercife their gifts. . 
But we only note the difference of thefe Maffers 5 and that - 


thefe of oursiate nearer to Browaifme , who by their cote ; 
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tant,preaching as gifted Brethres, countenance and encou- 
tage private members, fuppofing themfelves gifted fuffici- 
ently to preach ordinarily ; yea,and to adminifter the Seales, 


which as it is lefle * than preaching,fo alfo is annexed nnte -. 


preaching, Mat.28.as your felfe here {peakes,and complaine 
of this practile,page 6. oe. ee sa 
24 Afecond A& of Authority common to the Elders.is, 
[They Lave power tocall the Church together.) 1. You {aid 
before, Ralé was an A& proper to the Office of Elders: 
‘Now you fay it is common, you meane perhaps common to 


both forts of Elders: But then you fhould have explained 


the difference, or refolved us, whether the Ruling. Elders 
have equall power with the preaching Elders in this A. 
For your inftance of the Apoftles, calling the Church to- 
gether, Aé7s 6.2. is but for one fort of Elders,and you bring 
nothing for the other. 2. Befides, to cell the Church toge- 
ther, {eemes rather a matter of Order, than of Authorit hs 
For one E/der of either fort, may be deputed to this worke. 
But if this be proper to Elders, what if the Eldersbeall 
offenders, who fhall call the Church together then 2 Truly, = 
this power feemes firft to be inthe Church, in your way. 
who as they had power to gather themfelves into one Body, 
without Ojficers, fo much more, to call an Affembly of 
themfelves. That of loe/2. for the Priefis,is weakly al- 


_ leadged : For itappeares not that they: were called on,to 


callan Affembly, (but only to weep,v.17.) it was rather the 


3. [Toexamine all, members or. Officers, before they be re- 


ceived of the Church.) , But this, according to your princi- 
_ ples, is fpoken to.the mbele Chureb, and fo no proper Act of 


Elders. And.expreffely above,you made this one partofthe . 
priviledge ot liberty of the people, to propeand juft exceps 
: | ~ tions 
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- tions againft fuch as offer themfelves ; and if fo,then alfo fo ~ : 
examine them, page 13. “ | atte 
4. A fourth AG of their Rale,is, (Ordination of Off. . 
+ -¢ers.) Buty. This is too confufed: What £/aers doe you 
 meane ¢ Preaching or Ruling ¢ Have the Reling-Elders 
power of Ordination of Paftors and Teachers 7 This,as it is 
without all prefident of Scripture, foit is againft a Rule's 
[the greaterts bleffed of the leffers \ which cannot be by the 
‘Apoftles Divinity. 2. Thisis no A&t propertothe Elders, 
but-common to the Brethres, by your owne judgement, if 
pa aa be not altered fince you writ, Te Way, p.50,54. 
ec it. 
5. [Toopenthe deores of [peech and filence in the Affens- 
bly.| But 1.0ne Elder doth this; ergo,one Elder hath power 
_ and authority, not over the Church only, but over his 
fellow. Elders alfo.. 2. Youtake it from them prefently ia 
fome cafes:[ When the Elders themfelves lyeunder offence, the 
Brethren have liberty torequire [atis faction,&c. That is, the 
 ” Brethren may open the doore,and beginto fpeake. And ftill 
.-youare confufed, not declaring whether this power belongs 
 . to either fort of Blders,or both alike,efpectally your inftance 
of the Ralers of the Synagogue, feeming to carry it tothe 
Ruling Elders. | fogs 
6. [To prepare matters before hand for the Charch, and to 
vejed caufele(fe and diforderly complaints, 8cc..| But doe not 
you hold, Afat.18.17. to fpeake of the Church of the Bre- 
thres, with the Elders ¢ then that place is impertinently al- 
leadged, to provean AG proper to the Elders. 2. Hive 
the £/ders power to judge a complaint to be caufeleffe, and | 
to rejec? ir, without the cognizance of the people? why «hen 
have they not power tojadge a complaint to be juft, and to 
~ génjure ity without their cognizance alfo ¢ Doe you not 
| 8 es H intrenGP 
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Si) 2s intrencha littletoo much upon your peoples Libertye 
7 [The Elders have authority in handling an offence,before. 
the Church both jus dicere, and {ententiam ferre.J Butall this, | 
oe Ithinke the Brownifts yeeld, who yet give the chiefe, if not: 
the only power to the people ; and give the E/ders leave, fen- 
tentiam ferre,to pronounce the fentence, as their mouth and 
Deputies. And you fay : (They are fir/t toinformethe Charch, 
what the Law of Chrift is whichis, jus diceres and then.when 
the Church difcerneth the fame, and condifcendeth to it by coz- 
Sent, to give fentence.] But what if the people difcerne it 
hot, or condifcend nor, that the fentence fhall paffe ¢ Then 
they may have power, jws dicere, which every underftan- 
ding brother hath, but not /estestiam ferres A goodly Au- 
thority ! eC SO, 
8.[ They have pomer to d:[msiffe the Church with a Ble(Cing.} 
| To this I fay little 5 only I fay,itis too confufed,what Elders 
you meane, preaching or Raling ¢ and then, fay, this is but 
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a matter of Order,one only does it, and yet Ithinke you will. 
notfay,he hath Authority over his fellowes. ser 
9: [The Elders have power to charge any of the people in pri- 
wate, that they live not inordinately &c. 2 T. hef.3.6. 8c} 
y This is very weakly alleadged by a manof your ftrength: 
The Apoftle {peaks this to all the Brethren,the The(falonians, 
yea, it may concerne momen fomctimes, to. warne the wn- 
suly, efpecially being to be done in private. and doe'you: 
bring this for the pewer of your Elders 2 which fort of 
Elders doth it concerne to doe this, for neither are men- 
tioned ¢ Againe, the Apoftle {peaks not. of charging or 
warning at alls but peremptorily bidsthem withdraw, v.6. 
and to [sose him by a Letter, and haveno company with him, 
VeI4.] 2 wise! ; 
10, [Uf she Church fall away to blafphemy againft hrift, 
&XCo 
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&c. and no Synod hoped for, or wo help by it 5 The Elders have 
_ pomerto withdraw the Difciples from them, and to carry away 
the Ordinances with them,&c.| But 1. the cafe is miflaid ; 
for U4 s 19.9. the Jewesthat there blafphemed, were not 
_ of the Church ; but only fuch as came to heare Pay! preach, 
which an Infidell might doe ; but then this was no proper 
withdrawing, as apower of the Keyes : For what had Pas! 
to doe,or the E/ders with them that are without. 2,Suppofe 
the whole Church fall away, what {hall the B/ders doe now ¢ 
They may not excommunicate them, you faid above ; and if 
they may withdraw, thatsno more power thanthe Brethren 
_ have of the Elders Apoftate. 3. How canthe Elders carry 
 awaythe Ordinances fromthem ¢ For firft the Elders ceafe 
to be Elders, when the flecke is feparated, and ceafes to be 
their flocke. Secondly, the Breshres may keep the Ordinas- 
ces with them, and have power in your way, to chufe new 
Officers,to exercife the Ordinances, and then what care they 
~ for thei withdrawing,cither themfelves or the Ordinances ¢ 
4. It feemes not juftifiable,that Z/ders fhould withdraw,and 
catry away the Ordinances from a company of erring Bre- 
thren. The Prophets of old did not fo, but continued {till 
to preach, though the people were obftinate: For this is the. 
remedy to cure their obftinacy, and fothe Apoitle directs, 
2 Tim.2. 25,26. 5 
In the clofe of this Chapter, you propound a queftion : 
(if the Elders have this powerof Rule, how are they then the 
Servants of the Charche } Youantwer by afimilitude : [4 
Queen may call her fervants her mariners, to conduct her over 
‘Sea; yet they being called by her to fuch an Office, fhe mnft nos 
vule them in fleering their courfe,8c.| If fuch be the cafe be- 
tween the Church.and her Elders(as you fay it is) fee litle 
orno difference between you.and.the Brownifts ; Far they 
| H make 
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gmake the Chatch a Queen, and the Elders but her fervants, 
~ ‘called by her to fich an Office ; to exercifethe power of the 
Keyes in her name: You fay here, (Te Elders rule the 
church from Chrift, and fo from their call;and above, fecét.7, 
The Church condifcending to the information of the Elders, 
what the Law of Chrift a, it & a further aét of the Elders” 
power, to give fentence againpt the offender. Juftasthe Mari- | 
ner, when the Queene, who hath called him to that office, — 
tels him the is refolved to goe to fuch a place, puts her 
command in execatios, by fteering his courfe to that 


‘. ~, place. 


CHAP. VI 
Of the Authority of Synods.. aes 


c 


Py A ) affembling Churches into Syweds, we fhall’ 
(Gy. cafily agree with you: The maine‘contro- 
© verfie is about their power. Concerning which 
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ou move three queftions. ee Ne 
1.2. What power it is they have received ; which you 
thus rcfolve: [Nat only t0 connfell and give light, but alfoto 
sammand and enjoyne things to be beleeved and done. \But pe 
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cenfure : Yes, formally (you fay)-{ from the authority of at 
- the Synod.whic b being an Ordisance of Chrift bindeth the more 


of afinele Paffor,or of a Congregattonall Pref{bytery, ot only andsccepray) 


commands and declares to. be his will, wit all Authority : 


~ Gofpell, 8 enjayne it to their feverall Congregations,by way 


- finglee If youfay,none but gradual, then I fay, they have 


~ feall, tharis,jaridical, whereas a Paftors is but doctrinal, 


me ise i sige . sich si ay § a pe rise esate sf supose ne a: 7 eee sii a aaa gee ae . % 
a the Keyes,&c. ss We 
(as was noted in your Prefacers Epiftic) is but an empty — | 
grant. For you meane it rather materially,than formally, by 
any Authority the Syed hath tc-bind them to obedierice or 


for the Synods fake. | But the great feruple is, what kind of Te Bas thi) 
“Authority this is,whether it differ (pecifically from the power grote aa | : 


ble; but noth 


| gradusllyasagreater teftimony 5 tor fofome of yours under. 7°30" NO) Ha 
- Mand ic : Tf in this latter fenfe, I fee not how it can be cal- with mere fl Man 


ted an Ordisance of Chrift, or authority diftiné from the tule or authg) ” 
Authority of one fingle Paffor : For be hath Authority 3c; The wal & 
minifterially to declare and command people, what God 'p 
And this feemes-to be your meaning ; for youfay [4 trath 
of the Gofpell taught by a Mimfler, bindeth to faith and obe- 
dunce, not only becanfe it 8 Gofpell,but alfe becaufe it ws taught 
by a Minifter for bis callings fake.| Now fuppofe 20, or 4a, 
or more Paffors met together,teach and declare a truth of the 


of a Decrees 1 aske what difference is there between this 
Authority of theirs, andthe Authority of any one of them 


no Authority asa Sy#od, but as Paflors : If you fay, fpeci- 


you yeeld the caule as we would have it. But thenthey 
havea power, not only of decrecing, which one Paftor hath 
not: but alfo of cenfuring upon the difobedience of the 
people, which you will noteafily grant. Againe, I thinke » 
you take the authority of a Pre{bytery ina Congregation, to 
bean Ordinance of Chrift, and to differ, not only gradually, . 
but pecificaly 3 Andthe authority ofa Peflor, or Teacher, 
naa H 3. Of i 
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power all the Brethren have,asto withdraw from their owse 
Elders, apoftate: {o from other Charches obflinate, againtt 
their admonitions. Or if you place any emphafis in the 
word (determine) that is, to decree a feparation from them; - 
then you give them ajaridicall power, which is zquivalent 
with the power of excommunication, whereof withdrawing 
is butthe execution. | ; : a 
2.9. [How far the Fraternity may concurre withthe El. 
ders inthe power of the Synod.| You refolve it in 3 particu- 
lars: 1. They have liberty todifpute their dowbts among the 
Elders, Acts 15: 7.12.] The place I thinke is much mi- 
ftaken. The d:/putation, for ought appeares, was amoneft 
the Apoftles and Elders, before the B:ethren ; not by the 
Brethren. Aad when inv.r2. the whole multitude are faid 
to keep filence, it proves not that they did difpute : For r. 
certainly that had been too much confufion, for a multitude 
to {peake all at once. 2. Their filence now, argues not 
Wes 21.40, x that they difputed before, the word éciyuss, fignifies no 
pias more but this ; they were quiet, or held their peace Be 
ene. 
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of the Keyes,&c. gE 
 noife or murmurings,ufuall with multitudes,as atan Affizess 
we feare it; they hearkened attentively. 2.[ They bad l:berty 
to jayne with the Apoftles and Elders, in approving the fen- 
tence, and determining the fame, as the common fentence of 
them all.\ That they had a liberty to joyne in approving 
the fentence, isno more than the multitude at an Affizes 
have to joyne with the Judge in approving of his fentence : 
Butthat they joyned in determining the fame, as the com- 
mon fentence of them all, is far more than the muleitude 
have at the Affizes, andis as full Authority as the Elders 
have ; And yet this you prefently deny,when you fay : [Yes 
the Authority of the Decrees lay chiefly (if not only) ithe 
Apoftles and Elders: | The Apoftles and Elders did no 
more but joyme with James in determining the fentence, as 
the common fentence of them all. 3 [They had liberty to 
joyne with the Apoftles and Elders, in chufing and [ending mef- 


_. fengers, and writing Synodall Letters, in the names of all.) 


If you meant no morethan a pafive approbation, it might 
 beyeelded ; but if youmeane an acfuall, or achive concur- 
|. rence, that they had not been valid without their vores and 
| -confent, its far more than /iberty, as good authority as any 
the Apoftles and Elders had.' | : 
Oj. But Elders in a Sy#ed have no authority to determine 
any aG@ to bind the Churches, but according to their inftru- 
Gions. Youanlwer : [We doe not {0 apprehend it : For what 
—— need Churches fend to a Synod for light and direction, if they 
be refolvediafore band, how far they will goee\ Reply: Here 
either you deftroy the /berty of the Brethren afore granted, 
and give the Sy#od a binding power, which you feemeto 
deny?or elfe prewaricate in this caufe. For according to your 
principles,the $y#od hath no power to bind the Churches to 
ftand to their arssrewsent (for thats the true power of your 
fate Syneds) 
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geeds under any penall cenfure; only they may withdray, 


- And then T retarse you your owne words : [Whe sed 


/ 
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tively. | 
[From thepasterae of Synods, AGS 15.28. who enjeyned 
nothing but necef[aries, in mature orufe.\ 
Sol, This isan Argument from Scripture wegative they 
did not here enjoyne any thing but neceffaries ; ergo, they 
had no power to enjoyne things indifferent: The confe- 
quenceisnaught. 2.[ The Apoftles are commanded to teach 
‘what Chrift commanded , ergo, sf they teach more,they exceed 
their commifCion, | a | a, rae 
Sol. This Argument is like the former : They were to 
teach what. Chnift commanded ; ergo, they might teach ~ 
nothing elfe inthings indifferent: They might teach nothing 
as a commandement of Chrift doctrinaly, in matters of Faith — 
or werfhip ; but this hinders not, but they might enjoyne 
{ome things indifferent ; as they did forbid the ufe of fome 
things indifferent in their owne nature; viz. blond, and 
ferangled. If it be faid, thofe were not indifferent in their 
afé,at that time : I anfwer 3 There is nothing inthedmdi> 
viduah, properly indifferent in the#/e: becaufe ic fals under 
{ome generall rules of Scriptura); and fo isto beufedornot 
uled accordingly :, The queftion. therefore: {hould be ¢: 
[hesber a Synod may enjoyne (or forbid) theufeof athing in 
its owne nature ind fferent? | And then Lihould anfwer affir- 
matively, and detend my felfe by this.veryprefidenrof the 
Apoftles, adés 15. Who-did forbid theufe of fomeé things 

_ dp their owne nature indifferent ¢ I- would: not: therefore — 
| -  anfwer: 
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 anfwer: [CArift peaketh only of teaching [uch things whithbe — 4 
: pad commanded, a neceffary 10 falvation: | But T.would — | 
fay,Chrift {peaks of matters of faith, or wor[bip : Thatthey 

fhould teach nothing to be beleeved, as.a Dedfrine of Faith : 
‘or ptatifed as a part of Gods worfh'p, but what he had 
commandedthem. O-herwife the Apoftles did goe beyond 
their commnftion, im teaching as eceffary, to abftaine from 
bloud,&c. which Chrift never commanded them, but ra- 
ther forbad, in abrogating the Ceremonial! Law. And 

_ wheréas you fay ; The Apofle 1 Cor.14.40. doth wot at all 

| enjoyne, nor allow the Church tocnjoyne [uch things as accent, 

whofe want or whofe contrary is not undecent : nor {uch oraers, 

| whofe want or contrary would be no diforder.| Lanfwer: that 

for mento pray or prophefie with their heads covered, of 

with long haire,and women uncovered, were things in their 

owne nature indifferent (unleffe you make it neceflary, as 2 

morall duty, for men to pray or prophefie uncovered, and 

women contra, which no Interpreters upon that Text doc) 

, and yet the Apoftle enjoynesthe Corinthians {o to doe, erga, 

the Syed may doe fotoo: And for your iiftance of preach- 

ing inagowne; [4 gowne (lay you) is adecent garmentto - 

preachin, yet [uch an injunction ( for Minijfters to preach im a 

| gowne) % not grounded upon shat Text of the Apoftle: Far then, 

a Miniffer in neglecting to preach inagowne, fhoula neglect 

: she commandensent of the Apoftle. which yet he doth not ; forif 

| he preach in a cloake,be preacheth decently enough \ ‘truc, he 

fins not inpoint of decency 's but fuppofing fuch a cuftome 

 jna Church (as the cuftome was for men, amonglt Carin- 

thiaas,to preach uncovered,and the women to be convened 

in the Congregations) the Sy#od might enjoyne all the Mi- 

nifters to preach in a gowne, (as the Apoftle did enjoyne 

chem: to preach uscBivered) and he that shall preach n a. 

4 1 COKE, ., 
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| 
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~ there are at leaft five to that purpofe : 
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againft the Apoftles rule of order, though not of decency, 
You fo fpeake, as if there were only: one Rule w be obler- 
ved,or two at moft,in the ufe of things indifferent ; whereas 


-reafon, that the Apoftle enjoynes mento keep decency, he 
-“enjoynes to keep order , and fo other rules,concerning things 


indifferent. Doth not the Apoftle complaine of diforder in 


the Coristhians preaching covered ¢ yet the contrary Order 
was not neceflary, but in it felfe indifferent. The eating of 
things offered to Zdols, was a thing in it {elfe, before that de- 
sree of the Apoftles, indifferent, 1 Gor.10.25. 1 Cor.8.8. 
yet was now forbidden; . If you fay, this was offenfiveto the 
Fewes, and ergo neceflary pro bic ce nunc : 1 aniwer, this rea- 
fon made.it neceffary only, where fuch eating was knowne 


' Senge cigatiaia teat a tee 4 é 6 + i. aioe oe 5 ahaa 8 3 Ca RN MRC rea 0 CIR RIE 
a a anes - pa Ekg ane rey. ee PaaS t, = sy aay 3 4 ee oka bel sabes) ro" 
a A Veen ee 
BP as, : ‘ ae pas ses oak ta a han SSA Sea POF ARS We SRS ‘ 
I : pe mS e ie 


And by the fame © 


| cloke, preaches decently indeed, but n t or delat endinta q 


to be offenfive , but the Cazon made ic neceffary every - 


where. 


3- Athird reafon is taken (you fay) from the nature of 


the [ Minifteriall Office in Church or Synod:which és fewardly, 
not Lordly, ad ergo, they may difpenfe no more inj un- 
‘Shions $0 Gods houfe, than Chrift hath appointed them. Lan- 


iwer, its true, he may difpenfe nothing.as an inftitution of - 


Chrift, but what he bath commanded: But yet a Steward 
may require of the Family, and enjoyne them the ufe of 
‘things in themfelves indifferent, for Oxder and wniformity. 
Asithat all thall.meetin {uch an -houre, .in {uch a place, to 
prayers,&c. So I thinke you doe in your owne Churches. 
It is indifferent to receive the Lords Sapper at Morning or at 


Evening, yet fome of you enjoyne itto be done at Evening. - 


‘Meus indifferent to baptize, ina river, ina paile,io.a Font, ina 
Bafon; yet, Lbeleeve, you enjoyne one of thefe, and forbid 
the other. And whereas you fay,[@hri/t in thefe shines nver 


> 


Pp’ ovided ry 


sete Ow, 


sai, af phe Keyed 


ned mutt doe it,but that you refule,ora Cliffs,ora Prefbytery The wry, 
of another Congregation , but that you allo deny, as having P.5o5t 


no warrant: Then it tollowes, the Brethren wichout Ofn- 


cers mutt both ordaine Elders, and excommunicate offen- Page 102. 


ders ; which you fully grant in the other Trac. Butas 
Clearly contradi@ in this, asis evident in the former Chap- 
ter. : 

Ifit be faid, for Synedicall Ordination, [thas Matthias was 
focalled to be an Apoftle, Acts 1.) you an{wer + [/¢ appeares 
not, they ated them in aSynodical way \ Butl pray Sir, re- 
member what you {aid above, cancerning that Synod Aas 
15. [has it rife ap to bea Synod, or generall “ouncell, by the 
Apoftles prefence, they being Elders off ali the Churches, \ Soit 
may be faid of that Affembly, Adts 1. the Apoftles prefence, 
andthe whole Church, then extant, there affembied, made it 
a Synod , and it fo, thenina Syaod, there was an Apoftle 
ordained : If J may ufethat word of an Apoftle, whichl 
may the better to doe, by your grants, who urge the word 
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provided for wniformsity, but enly for wnity. | Tanfwer: Het 


, 3 The Keyes; | 
sumaleagiion, (he was voted by the common fuffrages of pre ele te 


fo oo * = SA Pimaicaeg Ss 
all, 
cers, as Ads 6. in another like Affembly. The other in- 
mill = —sétancceof the Prefbyters impofing hands upon Paul and Bar- 
Bu and Bar. wabas, was not indeed an Ordiaation, properly fo called, 
pyres were of though you call ita [ (ep.ration of shem to the worke of the 
ined to thit. : =P : : Ss 
Vice (of A- Apofile/bip,\ nor in a Synod, butina particular Church; yet 
H)iaicthip) by it wasina Presbytery of Prophets and Teachers,-perhaps of 


! 


Hpsimecttion feverall Churches,there occaftonally met, and yeelds us this 
Wine Officers inftruction ; That Elders of one or more Churches,may im- 


Fj} members of pofe hands, that is, ordaine (in your fenfe) E/ders imployed 


Hic Church + in other Churches, for fo were Pawland Barnabas. Whence — 


ihe wa 
3 Yope45 3 ; : 3g 
ul we would inferre two things more: 1. That if a Cla or 


however the people of Brethren have no power to ordaine 


impofed hands on Paul and Barnabas. tear 

To conclude this Chapter : whereas you faid, [Te Sy- 
nod, As 15. did dilpenfe no cenfure againft the falfe Teachers, 
an evident argument, they left the cenfure to the particular 
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haps they revoked their errour, and repented, and fo there 
was no need ; However, the Sywed could not cenfure them, 
till they knew them obftinate.. What was after done, we 
know not. Re ee sane * 
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or impofe hands: for thofe were Prophets and Teachers, that 


Churches.\ Vanfwer : This is an Argument like the former: 
They difpenfed no cenfure, ergo,they had no power, per- — 


CHAP. 


d Abaifan Apoftle, much morea Deacon,ot othet Off 


Prefoytery may ordaine,then may a Sywed ordaine. 2. That — 
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- The firft Subjed of all this Power ; and of 
 Independency. 


f> Exting paffe what is faid of Chrift, the fove" 
ary raigne Subject of all power,as out of all que” 
>) ftion, we confider only what you fay of A#2- 
WIN ‘nifteriall powcr. | 

Ce C7. Propof. [A particular Church, or Con- 
gregation of Saints, 1 the firft faubject of all the Charch- 
—— offices,with all their fpivituall gifts and power, \r Cor.3.22,CxC. 
- But, under favour, all the Texts produced to prove the Pro- 
ofition, are miftaken, or mifapplyed. The firft, 1:C0r.3.23.° 0 

is not fpokento the Church of Corinth, or any other paiti- — 
~ ‘eular Church, as 2 peculiar priviledge unto them;but either, 1g 
of all Saints in the world, or of thofe inthe Church of Co- a | 

- yinth,as Saints,not promifcuonfly of the whole Church, as a 
“Church, confifting of good and bad : For, was Paul and 
Apollos ; was life and death, were things prefent,and things t6 

come, given to wicked men and hypocrites in that Church? 

‘was Panl an Apoftle, and Cephas another, given as apecu- 

: Jiar priviledge to the Church of Corinth only ¢ Yea,is not 
| this meant of the avifible myflicall Church, and not of any 
: particular Church ¢ Forthe fecond, 1 Cor.14.23. you fay, 


CTheirs was fuch a Church, of whom it is [aid , They came al- 
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_ vegether into one place.) But we have told you, at the begin- 

— ning,this was not fuch a Church as you defcribed, [ 4 Con: 
gregation of Saints profe(ting the faith \without their Officers: 
which I thinke you meane here alfo ; (for thefe things are 
taken out of, The way,p.1.) This was a Church that had 
many Officers. The third Text, 1 Cor.12.28. is not meant 

of a particular Church. For I pray, werethe Apoftles fet 
in the Church of Corinth only, as a particular Church ¢ 
Were not they Minifters of all, and givento-all Churches? > 
Your labour about ss , fome, toreferre itto the Apoftles, is 
but a meere criticifme , for let it be foe, or which, it mat- 
cersnot- For thofe Apoftles or Prophets were not fetin the 

Church of Coriath, as the firf fubjec# thereof, but inthe 

’ generall wifole Church : {othe paralell place, Eph.4.12. ‘is 
neceffarily meant of the Church of Saints, or the body of 
-Chrift generally , or indefinitely, not ef this or that parti- - 
-cular Church. What weake proofes are thefe, fora propo- 
fition of fo great concernment,as being the very foundation © 
‘of the Zsdependent Governmenté = : 

But you read of no Nations# Church, nor Natio Offi- 
cers given to them by Chrift: Yet (fay we) we reade of Offi- 
cers more than Nationall, given to the Churches, even usi- 
verfall,as Apoftles and Prophets:And fome thinke we reade 
of Nasional O fiicers, fuch was Tits for Crete, as an Evan- 
«gelift, though we take thefe to be extraordinary. 2. We 
read of National Churches, living under one common go- — 
.vernment,as the Churches of Gaf-siasyet but one:Churchs 
and the Church of Zerufalem,had many Congregations, yet 
but one Church ; And if many Congregations may be 
called one Church in a City ; why all che Congregations in 
a Nation, may not be called one Nationall Church, {ee no 
Breat reafon? Not indeed in a sypicad {enfe, asthe oar 
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of the Jewe$ was, a Nationall Church. 3. Yougrant, that - : 
the Officers of particular Churches of a Provitice, or Na- q 
| tion, may mect,as a Synod, by an Ordinance of Clrift , and Iba {peaks H 
there determine, and enjoyne things forall their Churches , * “mss ie 
and this Sywed you call, a Church of Churches : Now,are ons, of mall 
not thofe Officers, Officers to all thofe Churches, and may ewsth Chat)” iz 
- notthey be called Nationall Officers, ina candid fenfe? It... ‘ogee : 
| isthereforea meere Logomachy, to difpute, whether there in fonecsu if 
| be a Notional! Church, or Nationall Officers, or no : But fes,even to 
| C the officers them/[elves fay you) and the Synods themfelves, ofa thoufantl | 
and all their power, are primarily given tw the feveral Char- Churches, Ai» 
ches of particular Congregations, either as the firft [ubject in all of them|) 
| : of P. 768 2 a fief fi ject will have ful | 
| whom they arc refident, or as the firft object, about who they cuuall call 
are converfast,&c..\ Letme firft tell you, you plainly vary and yeldf | 


the queftion, which is,of the firft fubjec#, not of the firft 06- pare 7 ¥ 


| CG? , L 9 a one to am) & 
2. The fir object of all the Church officers, is net the 2" a 


particular Churches, certainly the fir objec# of the Apoftles one Body.) 
and Prophets was the general vifible Church, not any par- Keyeays6.)) 
ticular Church ; Nay, every Paffor is firft given to the © Ne 
whole Church, fecondarily to this or that particular Church 
as the objeé# , a8 | thinke, I have proved above, atleaft, you - 
doe not fufficiently difprove it: But 3. that the power which | 
a Synod puts forth, [% fubjedtively firft in the Synod ; | is The Keyes. i: 
your owne affertion in your 4.propofition ; you did there. °*” { 
fore much forget your felfe here,to affert the contrary ; and 
thinke to ta by altering the ftate ofthe queftion, put- 
ting the fir/f objed#, for the firft (ubjec?, or joyning them to- 
gether,when the queftion is of the fir/t fulje# only.Surely, — 
if the power of a Synod be any thing more than the power of 
| aparticular Congregation;the particular Congregation can- 
‘not be the frt fubjed, in whomthe power of the Synod 
45.5 
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"Gg refident. But when I confider your firft ptopofition bet: 


- The Way, to be the only inftituted Church 5 and fecondly, 


- For it may be without all Officers : fo cannot fire, the firft ~~ 4 
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ter, I begin to thinke your meaning is, that the Church par- 
ticular, even without Officers, is the firft Subje@ of all 
Church- power ; becaufe 1. {uch a Church you define in, 


you give them power to derive their power upon their Ofh- 
cers, in chufing and ordaining them, and thenfendingthem = 
toa Sywod ; and foindeed, they are the firft Subje@, even | 
of the power put forth in the Synod : But ifthisbenot | 
downright Brewnifme, I confeffe, [know not what is. Let ~ 7 
‘me but make ufe of your owne charadters of the firft Sub- 
jet of all power: [The fir? (abject of any power bath it re- 
ciprocally: | Buta particular Congregation of Saints,hath not - = 
all Church- offices, and all {pirituall power reciprocally: | 


Subje@ of heate, be without heate. Againe, takethefe- 7 
cond character : [It firft purteth forth the exercife of that po- 
wer.| But fay I, a particular Congregation without Off- 
cers, doth not firft put forth the power of an Officer, or of a 
‘Synod , ergo, If you fay, yet the third will fic it rightly : [ve 
fir lt commusicateth that power to others \becaufe the Church ~ 
firft makes her owne Officers, and then imployes them in. 
the Church or Synod. I aske, whether chis be not that ex-_ 
treme which the Brethrez {peake of ; givine [the chiefeif woe 
she whole of the power into the bands of the peopte(without their 
Officers) as if Chrift hadradically andoriginally eftateditin © 
the people, Epift.p.2.] seleehacte | eae 
2 Propof. [The Apoftles were the firft fubjecE of Apoffo- —~ 
licall power.| But then. why doe you not {ay, proporti- | 
_onably, that the Pa/ffors are the firft Subje@ of Paftorall | 
power ; and the Ruling-Biders of Ruling power,8ec? 2.1f | 


the firft Subje@ of all the Church-offices, with all their | 
| | Apiricuall 


~~ fpirieuall gifts and power, be a particular Congregation, : 

- howcanyoufay now, that the Apoftles were the fir fab- Ws 

|. fe of Apoftolicall power ¢ Nay rather,in your way,the 

> particular Congregation, isthe firft fubjed?, even of Apofto- . t 

licall power ; and the Apoftles had it by derivation from 

them ; and fo make the Church the Queene, that beftoweth - 
all thefe Offices upon her Officers ; and fo fay the Brow-- 

nifts. Buttothe contrary, its certaine,there were Apoitles, 

who had this Apoftolicall power, before there was any p.r- 

ticular Congregation ; As. fhall appeare in the particu- 

2 whee Count: 

1. You fay,their pawer ftood inthis; [74at each Apoftle 

had in him all minifteriall power of all the officers of the Church, 
Paffors; Teachers, Rulers, Deacons.| But this is a flat con- 
tradi€tion to your firft propofition, That a particular Congre- 
gation was the firft (ubjec? of all the. Church-offices and 
power : There cannot be two fir/t fubjects much lefle three 
firft fubjedés of one Adjund& ; and yet here you joyne Evan- 

| gelifts with Apoftles, and fay, that Lome Apofile or Evange- 

| Lift, carried about with him the liberty and power of the whole 

Church ; and ergo, might alone baptize aud ceufure.\ Ifyou 

| fhould fay,they received this power fromthe Church, you 

| fay, that which jumps with the Brownifts opinion, and that 
whichis apparantly falfe. Take all your 3. charad#ers of a 
firff fubjedé > 1. 1c firkt receiveth that power. 2. Ic firft puts 

“forth the exercife of that power. 3. It fiskt commennicatesls 

that power to others : They all fall upon the Apoftles, be- 

~ fore there was any particular Congregation, They firft re- 

* ceived power from Chrift 5 They firft exercifed that 
power «; - They firft communicated that power, by making 
Paftors, Elders, Deacons : Befides, in your other Tract. you . | 
fay, expreffely as much,or more: [One Apoftle received rae Teerupts a 
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exercife thems all alone.without the Charth.| Thou 


she gifts and power of all the Officers of the en i 
bie Ci gh your 
Brethren that publifhed that Treét, doe sfixe their pes 
againft it, which (according to their intimation in their 
Epiftle) fignifies as much ds, Magifier non tenctur, And no 
marvell,for you are not. conftant to your felfe:Your firftand 
fecond propofitions doe ditedtly contradi€ one anocher, 
2. [U4 poftolicall power (fay you) extended it felfe ta all 
Churches, as much as to any one , and fo they were the firft and — 
baft (ubject of Apoftolicall power.] Tis fill makes.the con- 
tradiCtion greater : For how then,could you truly fay ;[ The 
particular congregation was the firft [ubjcét of al Church- 
power: | when the power of a particular Congregation 


extends it felfe no further then its owne bounds, and Apo-- — 


ftolicall power extends to all Churches’ 3. How canyou 
fay they were the laf? fabjed# of all power ; when you faid 


- afore, The particular congregation is the fir/t (abject of all 


power? And when you tay here, (That ample and aniver- 
fall latitude of pomer, which was sonjoyned inthem, isnowdi- — 
wided even by themfelves, among ft all the Churches, and al 

the Officers refpedtively.| Then it followes 1. That the 
Church is not the fir6 fabjed# of all power; for it is divided 
by the. Apoftles, amoneft allthe Churches, 2. That the 
Apoftles were not the Jif [ubjed of all Apoftolicall powers 


for it is lefe with the.Churches and Officers : But ftillthe 


gueftion js, whom the Apoftles did betruft firft; with the 
ordiaary powerof Paffers, Teachers, Elders, Deacons The 
Churches (fay you) and the Officers ref pectively : Buc what 
doc. you meane <-that one part of that power was given firft 
tothe Churches; another part, firftco the Officers * This 

is Not confentaneous to.your. fii ft propofition where you: ~ 


FaYy LE be; Claanch 8, the fir fubjeed of all Olnitbafec, 


Pe OFERERCr 
and all Chuteh-power : | Or doe you mieane (a5 ou fhauld, 
if you fpeake congruoufly) that the Church receives all 
power firft, and then diftributes it among the Officers re- 
ApeGively ¢ Then (fay 1) your middle way fals out to be the 
extreme of Brownifts 3 who make the people the fire {abject 
© of all power. ButI thinke the truthis; That the Apoftles 
| betrufted the power of the Officers, not firft withthe Chue | 
ches, but withthe Officers. themfelves : They, and Evan- 
gelifts, ordained Elders in every City, not the Churches: 
-—— Pand gives Timothy a charge,[ to commit that which he hadvre- 
: ceived of bim, to faithful men, thas might be able to teach 
others alfo, 2 'Tim.2.2-] To conclude this: You faid above, 
: That che Keyes were diftributed into feverall hands ; the Key 
; of Libesty untothe Brethren , the Key of Authority unto 
| the officers ; and is not this acontradiction to what your 
firft propofition doth affert ; That the particular Church of 
_ Brethren, is the firft fubje of all Church- cffices, and of 
all Church- power, and fo of the Authority of the officers ¢ 
copfiderit, =. 
He 3.Propof. (Whenthe Charch of a particular congregation, 
| walketh togesher in the truth and peace, the Brethren are the 
 firft ubjet®. of Charch-liberty , and the Elders thereof, 6 
) Charch-anshority , and both of all Church power, needfall to be 
exercifed among (ft themfelves. | This is very cautelonfly deli- 
| vered, yet not enough to cover your contradiction. Bither 
| _ this propofition isthe fame with the firft, or elfe it contra- 
+. * -@i@sie. There you faid, that the particular congregation of 
Saines, was the firft fubjec# of all the Church-offices, with 
all their fpiriuall gifts and power : Now you divide this 
power, between them and the Elders ; giving the one 
Church-liberty,the other, Authority. 2. There is a limi- 
tation for this too ; it is bur whew shey walke in truth and 
, K 2 pease 
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Peace s But if hey walke not fo,what isthe fh fabj cof all 
-that power? Have not the Brethren their Liberty,and the El... 
derstheir Authority,as the firkt Subje&s,whenthey differ If 

fo; then your cautionisidle, [when they walkein truth and 
peace : If not, then.reither of themfingle, norbothtoge-  _. 
ther, arethe fir? (ubjec# of all power needfull to beexer. 
_ cifed among ft themfelves : And we hall heare anon,a Sy- 4) 
Nod is the firft (ubjeé# of all power needfull to be exercifed 
amongft themlelves , When there are divifiens and faétions 
among them,page 47. Yet againe,in your other Tra@, you. 
give the particular Congregation of Brethren, the whole 
power, of chufing, ordaining Officers, and cenfures of their 
Officers, ifthey behereticall, = 
#3. That the Brethren are the firft fabject of Church- 
liberty, you Iabour to prove thus: [By removal of any for- 
mer {ubject, whence they might deriveit : Not from their El. 
ders ; for they had power to chufe their owne Elders: Not from 
other Churches, for all Charches are equal : Not frsm a Sy~ 
nod, they of Antioch borrowed none of their Liberties from 
Terafalem. | Tan{wer , the enumeration is not {ufficient: For 
though they received it from none of thofe, yet they might 
derive it from fome others; namely, from the Elders of 
/ other Churches, by whom they were fift converted to the 
_ Faith: For the Liberties or priviledges that a Congrega- 
_ tion hath, as diftin@ from Elders, comes to them by vere 
tue of their datere/f, either in the Body my/ticall,or Catholicke 
_ vifible Church, which is in Order, betore theit member 
fhip of a particular Congregation: They muft be o:fble 
Saints, before they can gather into a comgregation of v.fible 
Saints ; and every one fingle. hath a dberty or priviledge to 
aflociate, before they can all be affociated : Now thence it 
followes, that thofe Elders thae firft converted them. did 
; Virtually 


| of the Keyes 8c, BQ 


_-yirtually derive that dderty or priviledge to them 5 F.ith 
comes by hearing : How hall they heare without 4 Preacher? ie 
- Remember your owne words : (The Key of knowledge (or vic vec 
- which és allone the Key of Faith) belongethto all the farthfall, p.xo, ee 
whether joyned to any particalar Church, or nd, which argneth, a 
that the key of knowledge is given nos only tothe Church, but to 
_ fome before they enter into the Church, | Now who gave 
them this key of Faith, inftrumentally, but [ere Miaipers by 
whom they beleevede | Therefore,the Church of a particulax 
Congregation, arenot the fr/ fubjec? of Church-liberty 
but every particular Beleever hath it firft, and that derived 
~ fromfome Elders. And certainly,in the firft péatation of 
Churches, the officers, Elders 1 meane, were before the 
Churches themfelves : The Planters were before the plan- 
sation. The Apoftles being firft converted and ordained by 
Chrift himfelfe, were fent abroad, and converted people, 
many times fingle ; afterwards, when they wete ircrealed, e 
they united into Churches. Now, you fuppofe the Church _- sf 
tobe before the Eiders; becaufe they chufe their owne B/- 
ders, which is not generally tue. Though it may be fo in 
Churches planted, yet not inthe firlt plantation of Chur- 
ches. Indeed, in your way, the Churches are before their 
_Elders,and doe chufe and ordaine their Elders ; but from the 
beginning it was not fo : And befides,£/ders now, in order | 
of nature, if not intime, are before the Churches, in all Re- - 

formed Churches '; being ordained for the moft part to be 
Elders, before they be. Elders to this or that particular : j 
Church: And though your Churches doe chufe their E/- if 
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ders, yet hope they doe not make or erda ne them Elders - 


but after they are ordained, chule them to be theirs. You pet 4 
Speake foretimes of [éranflation of an Elder from one Church iG 
| ga anesher,) which, in my apprehenfion, implyes yt . & 
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zlder before he be ttanflated to another Church: Though 4 
1 know you are not conftant to yout felfe herein; holdingit 
asa principle, [Elder and flocke are relates: |\ and giving the 


Brethren, without any Officers, power not only to chufe, . 


but to ordaine their E/ders;and fo your Churches are before 
their Biders,and give them their power, by eleGtion and or- © 
dination-and Browniffs doe no more. I would gladly know 
areafon why, if the Churches had power to chufe and or- 
daine their awne Officers, the Apoftle fhould trouble him- 
{elfe, and them,to fend Timothy and Titas,to ordaine Elders 
inevery City ; had it not been eafter to have written to the 

Churches to doe it themfelves * eens | 
2. Thatthe Elders arethe fir/t (ubject of Rule and Antho- — 
rity, you endeavour to prove: I. [ Becaufe thecharce of Rule 
over the Church, 1% committed to them immediately from 
Chrift.] But this firft, is contradictory to your firft propo- 
- fition, which made the particular congregation, the firft fub- 
jec# of all Church-officers,and all Church-power ; and the 
“Church communicates and derives that power to the Offi- 
cers, chufing and ordaining them. 2. Ifthe chargeof Rule 
be immediately committed to them from Chrift, how 
can the Church be the f/f (ubjec# of all power The Apo- 
ftles indeed had all their power immediately from Chrifts_ 
but other officers had it immediately from them, and from 
others intru(ted by them,with that power : When you fay, 
(rhe office it felfe ts ordained by Chrift, though the Elders 
be chofen to their Office by the Church of Brethren | You vary 
the queftion : For the queftion is not, who ordaines the 
-Offise ; but who ordaines the Officers : Thole that the 
Apoftles ordained, had_theit Office_immediately from 
Chritt, but had not their Ordination immediately from 
Chiift , that was the priviledge of the Apoftles. Now ase 
sg ce woom 


ee Oop tbe Re. Fi 
- whomfoever the Officers detive their Ordisation immiedi- 
ately, from them immediately they doe derive their Au-— 
thority. But (fay you) the officers doe immediately detive 
their Ordination from the Church of Brethren , ergo, they 
derive immediately their Authority from the Church of if 
Brethren : And confequently, the Church of Breshrenis ae 
the fist fubje& of authority, as wellas of Liberty, and not | 
the Eldirs. Certainly, all your 3 characters of a firft fub- 
jedi, fall upon the Apoftles, and their Succeffors. 1. They 
firft received their power from Chrift. 2. They firft put. i 
forth the exercife of that power. 3. They firft communi« | 
cated that power toothers. You fay here, [Ged hath nor 7 
given a fpirit of Rule and Government ordinarily to the greater 1 
part of the body of the Brethren, and ergo,neither bath he ge- ig 
ven them the firft receit of the Key of Authority, towhem be a 
hath sot given the gift toimploy tt. | But you give the body ig 
of the Brethremalone,the firft receit (and exercife too)of the 8 
Key of Authority, when you givethem power to chufe and” |g 
ordaine their officers(which Ordination is confefled by your The way,.48 
{elfe, to bean Act of Rale and anthority) ergo, you dde di- |e 
realy contradié your felfe,;without any poffibility of recon- ig 
ciltation,that Tcanimagine. = if 
0b} 1. How'can the Brethren inveft an Elder with Rule,if if 
they had not power of Re/einthemfelves ¢ Sod. (Partlyby g 
chufing him tothas Office, which God harhinvefied with Rule ; i 
partly, by [ubjettine themfelves anto hine.\ Reply 1. Your 
~ firft reatonis of no validity 5 chufing to an Office, doth not. 
~ inveft withthe Ra/e of that Office. Blec#iow gives not an 
office, but only nominates ox defignes a perfon fit for that’ 
Office’: It is Ordinision that gives the Office, andthe Rale 
_ Ot authority of that Office. The feven Deacons chofen by’ 
the people, were mot Officers, till the Apoftles had gra 
them : - 
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‘them : If they were not,then eled#ion gives no Office, and. 


confequently,no «utherity belonging to that Office: If they. 
were, then Ordinatron is.a mecreempty Ceremony , and. 
the Brethren doe properly give them authority, which them- — | 

felves have not to give : Befides,e/ed#ion to this or that place, 
prefuppofes (at leaft fometimes) the party invefted with es- 
shority before (as.in the cafe of tranflation of an Elder from 

one Church to another)and only admits himtotheexercife 
of it; pre bic cy nunc, asthey {peake. 2. Your fecond rea- 
fon is as weake as the former ; [Becaufe they profeffe their, 
fubjection t0 him: | This cannot inveR him with the Rule, 
fuch as we {peake of». Suppofea company of Brethren chufe. 
a gifted Brother to prophefie to. them, and profefie their fub-. 
jection to him inthe Lord ; doth this inveft him with astho. : 
rity of an Elder, torule over them. ¢-Ifitdoes then Ordina- 

_ tion isa thing not neceflary,cither bythe Brethren or Elders, 
(yet by and by we.fhall heare you require Ordin uiowof El- 
ders,to makea compleat E/der.: ) If it doenot,then you have: 

_not fatisfied the objection. . 3 oak ae 

00.2. The Church is Chrifts Spon/e,wife, Queene ; ergo, 
fhe hath the Keyes of Rule at her girdle. Sol. [There wa 
great difference between Queens and poore mens Wrves > The 

| firft b-vetheir Officers for every bufineffe.and fervice, and fo 
no Key left.in their hands of any office, but of Liberty, to call 
for what they wnt, according tothe Kings Royall allowance. 
Rut poore mens wives pbst-have no Officers may.carry the keyes- 
at their owe girdles.) Reply. This anfwer overthroweth — 
it felfe: For 1. the /1bert7 which you grant this Queene, the. 
Church, is part of the power of the Kees, and agreat pirt- 
too (if. not the whole).vz. to chufe and ordaine her owne Of- 
ficers, and to. cenfurethemyabfehding, s which no, Qxeeneis, 
allowed to doe; ergo, the Church bath the Keyes ar het git ee 
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(The Duceue hath only a liberty 10 call for what fhe wants .-] 
but hath no power to make her owne Officers. The Kiag 
doth that by fome Officers deputed by himfelfe for thee 
_purpofe, to fetthem apart, to give them their corm (Con or 
oath,&c. Juft fo it is inthe Church: All the Officers are 
given tothe Church, abjedtive, for the good and benefit of 
the Church ; but they have no pewer to make and ordaine 
their owne Officers, but only to call upon them for that 
allowance which the King of the Church hath grante 
them. 3. If poore mens wives may carry the Keyes of any 
Office at their owne girdles, when their husbands have no 
officers ; you {eeme to givea greater honour and /dsrty to | 
“them, then ro Queenes or Ladyes 5 and withall,you give us 
Jeave to inferre, That Churches thathave no Officers of their 
owne, arein better cafe than thofe thathave : They that 
have Officers have put the Keyes in their Offizers oands: They 
that havenone, may and doe weare them at their owne gk-- 
dies: which if you affiime(as you often doe) I dare affirme 
itto be flat Brownifme, and not the midale way, you pre- 
tend. | 
0lj.3. The whole body naturall,is the fir/? wbjeé# of all 
the naturall power ; as fight is firft in the body, betore in the 
| eye. Sol. [It is notin the myfticall as with the natural body ; 
shere she faculties areinexiftent, xot fohere.| Reply 1. This 
apaine contradicts your firft propofition ; where you fay, 
a particular Church is the fir/t fisbjee# of all Church offices 
and power: And here you fay, they are not actu lly inex 
sfent how thenisitthe firft Subje@, fecing «ccédensu effe, 
eftineffe? 2.1¢ the Church chufe out of themfelves officers 
gifted, are not they then inexiftent ? 3. You confefle they 


areinfome cafes: [anleffe (fay you) fome of them have - 
| & ar a a 


Po oteKente 
dle, which a Queeahath not. 2. You fay, and shat truly; 


a 


— ey SP 


; Fe , r : 
RT ea SBE TE aS 


wai = eer i be Ra ae ld ee ee & a tt fs + = + mone 
i pasties Si ces bine eee ee ———— — ——— pie ' B 
2 $ oe | 
. 2 ¥, ht Mes } 


1a er ea i he ge aR ET ae oc lh . 
wa) dik padae werd 


thority of the Prefoytery concurre withit. | No more doth any 


of bis owne aétion.| Butthats nothing to the objection. The 
people of the 4fizes act by counfell, inapproving the fen- 


_ tence: If you grant the Brethren no more,you mockethem, 
-and grant them nothing. 2. But you grant them far more 5 


( Eledtion of Officers, concurrence in cenfures, determination 


of Synodali adts,8cc. Cyou might have added,Ordination,and 


then you had given them full Authority) 0y the/e they have 


| agrest flroke or power in ordering Church affatres.| A great 


ftroke indeed ; as full Authority as you givethe Elders : 
Andthis you grant, when you give your reafon to the con- 
trary, and would allow them only d:derty + (For (fay you) 
wo ach of the peoples power or liberty is binding, unleffe the au- 


act 


OP I. eae | 
“gv oF che Prefbytery bind, unleffe the power of the’ pedple = | 
- joyne with it, So fay your Prefacers,Epif? p.4 Sofay your — 
felf, when you allow them fuch a power, as the want there-_ 
of retards the fentence. But why doe you darken your 
- ‘ownemeaning, by fich ambiguous anfwers ? when you. nF 
‘grant the Government to be democraticall, but not[zeerely The way,h 
Acmocraticall , yea, (if Tunderftand any thing) you make it 
as mecrely demacraticall, as Brownifts themfelves, when you 
give them power, without any Officers, to chufe, ordaine, 

— Genfure,even Officers themfelves,as we have often told you, 
‘Ipray Sir, when the Brethren ordaine, ot cenfure Officers, — 
without a Pre/bytery, doth not that att of theirs properly. 

bind ¢ It rnuft,or it is meere vanity,having no Prefbytery to 
joyne with them : And if fo, is not this properly Authority 
without more adoe ? 7 ee 
But you would prove Elders to be the firft Subject of Au- 
‘thority, from removall of other Subjects : (7. hey have it not 
| omthe Elders of other Churchesor from a Synod: All Chur- 
| thes and all Elders are equal. Butz. This is apparently 
 falfe in the Sctipure way : For the Z/ders of the firft 
Churches were ordained by the Apoftles and Evangelitts, 
| who were Elders of all Churches ; and as Eldeis, not as 
|. Apoftles, ordained Elders, and fo gave them their Autho- { 
| rity immediately from Chrift. 2.Your reafon, becaule they a 
| are all equall,will hurt your felfe: For ifthat bea good rea- ie 
fon why they cannot derive it from Elders of other Chur- 
ches, becaufe they are equal], it is much more ftrong againft 
you; they cannot derive it from the people,who are their in- 
feriours : Befides, by this rule, Eéders of their own Church 
cannot ordaine any Elders to that Church,when they want ; 
for they are all equi > But by your favour, he that is to 
receive the Office, and with it, i Authority of an lder, is 
| (2 ine: 
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-inferiout to thofe Elders who are to ordaine him 3 fot the 


leffer is ble (fed of the greater : though when he is once ordai- 
ned, be be their equall : 


toany one fingle, and have more Authority than he hath ; 
or elfe, all you fpeake of Syxods is but vanity: Butif they 


have not their Authority derived from Elders of other 


Churches, nor from Syneds 5 nor from the Elders of their 
owne Church, becaufe they are all equall ; either they 
mauft derive it from the people, or they have none of alf; and 
fothe people have as much Authority as any Elder of them 
all; yea, in your way more. Kon sagt Teetey 
3. The third branch of the third Propof, [Beth Elders 
and Brethren together, are the firft fubject of all power, need. 
Full among fi themfelves.| You prove it by inftance, 1. [i 


past of Ordination Py which % compleat, when the people have 
chofes bim, andthe Prefbytery of the Church have laid their 


bands uponbim.\ Burr. 1 obferve ) that here you make or- 


dination an AG of Authority,and place it inthe Elders; ergo, 


either the Brethren cannot ordaine Elders, which yet you 
fay they may ; or elfe, they have Authority,which yet you 


feemetodeny. 2. Some of your Brethren here,hold ordi- ; 


sation to be nothing but a ceremonial folemnity, the fub- 
{tance of a Minifters calling, is (fay they )in the peoples e/e- 
Han ; ergo, cither Authority is in the people, who give the 
{ubftance 5, and Lberry only inthe Elders, who give but the 


Ceremony : or the calling of a a¢iniffer is compleat without. 


Ordination;and yet you require Ordination to the integrity of 


it: Butifthe Brethren may ordaine without their Officers, 


then they alone are the firft Subje@, not of Liberty only, 


De of éubsrity alfo s And fo this Propofition is need. 
Jefe. . | | 


And thoughthe Elders of a Synod : . | 
be equall,fingly confidered ; yet joyntly, they are fuperiour - 
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> ape Pe fecond Argument,istaken from [¢heir independent and 
— andifpenfable power in Church cenfures, which are ratified 3 ; 


Heaven; The fame anfwer will ferve to this alfo: For firlt, 


the Brethren alone without Elders (fay you) may cenfure, 


and if rightly done, itis ssdifpenfable, not ta be reverfed by 
any power on Earth, becaule ratified in Heaven 5 ergo, they 
are the firft {ubjeG& of all Church-power needfull within 
themfelves. 2. And thatthe rather, if they can ordaine El- 


ders too ; for then the Elders dorive their power from them. | 


3. But fuppofe, (which is poffible enough) the Brethren and 
Bidets erre in their cenfure of a member, is not the cenfure 
then teverfible ¢ Laske, by whom ¢ ifall power needful 


for themfelves be within themfelves, what fhall the wron- : 


ged party doe ¢ Ishe remedilefly miferable ¢ Ifit be dif- 
- penfable, and reverfible, it muft be by fome other Church 
or Cls/fs,8cc. But then, a Congregation of Brethres and 


Elders,ate not the firlt fubje& of all power needfull amongft 


themfelves.. If you fay, you meane, when they walke ix » 


truth and peace , you fhould yet have told us what the party 
muft doe, when they walke not in truth and peace 5 Andif 


they have nota power to right a wronged party, they have - 


not all power needful to be exercifed among themfelves. 


"The objedtiens by you brought and anfwered, rather 
-eoncerne the Ep:/copall, than the Prefbyserial way, atlcaft, 


- fome of them,only 2 or 3 may be vindicated. 


obj 1. To telithe Church, isrotell the Presbytery of © 
~ the Church. Sol. (We deny not, the offence tobe toldso she 


? 


she Church.\ Reply. Thisis partly to yecld the caufe : For 
you grant that the bufineffe is to be told fi:ft to the Presby- 
tery; [whoif spon hearing the caufe, and examining the wit- 
weffes, they find i ripe for publicke cenfare, they arc shen to 


Pre[bytery ; ag nos to shen, asthe Church, but asthe guides of © 


propomng ad 
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Rel abv sya \ 
we 7 Ay 


SS in . Lr ASS eo Sea aig 40S 
PO Ree 
| propeund it t0 the Cha | 


more, but [confert to the judgement and [estence of t 


toheare ; buthe refufesto heare the Presbytery, who doe 
tively fpeake to him ; ergo, totell the Church, is to tell the 


sery alone in the New Tefhament .\Reply x. This is to beg the 
queftion : we fay, it muft fo be underftood in this place, and 


Church cenfuring,was the Syzagegue,a Court of the Conf- 
ftory ; ergo,as fhall further appeare in the next, | | 


‘That is enough for our purpofe : For we doe not deny, but 

the people might be: prefent,to heate things then,and fe they 

: may now.: But if.the Elders be called the Church, as di- 
_ ftin& fromthe people, ‘when they. fate in prefence of the 
people; much more may they be called the Church, when 

they fit alone, And to that cuftome’ of the Jewes (yout 


Saviourallude, when be faves, [Tell he Churcb. | But the 


the 


rehgce. Andyou grantthepeopleno 
¢ El-- 
ders.\ The Presbytery alfo are toadcontta the Sap au 
thoritatively ; and if he will not heare them,to paffe the fen- 
tence upon him ; erge, the Pre/bytery is the Church there’ 
meant, and not the people, who neither admonifh, nor cen- 
{ure authoritatively, but only difcerne the nature of the of- - 
_, fence, and confent unto the fentence : The Church there. 
meant, is that part of the Church, which the party refules 


fpeake to him, not the people, who doe not authorita- 
Presbytery. Se/.2. [The Church ss never put for the Prefby-- 
you doe not difprove it. Nay 2. you rather confirme it by - 


your anfwer to the firft objetion 5 Our Saviour alludes to 
the Church ceafure.in the Lewifh Church : But there the - 


Obj.2. In the old Teftament, the Congregation is often - 
put forthe Elders and Rulers of the Church.. sod, [Nor 
alonebut fitting in the prefence of the Congregation. | Reply: 


felfe acknowledge in anfwer to the firft obje@ion) doth our — 


cultome ofthe Jewes, was to tell the £/ders and- Rulers, not 


fad 


yy 


; 


fomenime refufe to execute it, and the [ame they might and 


“ought to dee, at any time, in like cafes. \ Though this may be 


true, when things are done in an illegall way, and evidently 
‘illegal (as the inftaaces are) yet it is a dangerous aflertion to 
Government ; for under that pretence, people will take lt- 
bi to make void any fentence, if they conceive it but ille- 
g : " ; : ‘ 


~ Obj.3. BY Church he meant a Synod,or Clifs of Presby- | 


ters of many Churches. [Sol.1. We find not any where that 
a-Church is put for a Synod of Presbyseries.\ Reply: The quc- 
{tion is of this placejand you muft not beg that it is not here 


meant of a Synod of Presbyteries. If ix be meant butof — 


the Conercgationall Presbytery, it quite deftroyes the power 
of the people: But we doe not fay, it is directly meant of a 
_ Syned of Presbyreries, but by a juft confequence : Ifa Con- 
eregationall Prefbytery be here meant (as wethinke it is) to 
reclaime a particular offending party in a Congregation < 
Then by proportion, hese is meant a Synod of Presbyteries, 


| — when awhole Church erres,or is hereticall ; or elfe,Chrift 


hath not provided fo well fora whole Church, as for apat- 
ticular perfon. And thirdly, we cannot fee areafon;why a 
Church may not be taken for a Synod of Presbyteries, as 
well as aSynod may be called [4 Church of Churches, | as 
_ itisby your felfe, page gg. [A Congregation of Chu ches, a 
Church of Churches: rehes is a Syntd but.a Church of Chur- 
shes? \foyou. | : tay 
Sol.2. (AsaCongregation cannot reach the removall of alk 
offences : [oit may bef aid, that it were not fit to trouble Synods 
with every offence, andwhen they doe mect they may erre alf0, 
and fo may agentrall Gouncell,and {0 no remedy for tir. | : 
. Reply 


> the people. “And whereas you fay: [ If fentence Megat 
was palfed by them, the people did fometimes proteft againft it, 
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> Reply 1. Wedoe not fay that Syrods aretobetroubled 
_withevery fmall offence, or totakethe bufinefle of aCone 
_gregation out of their hands; but only with greater matters, 
and when the Congregational Prefbytery cannot end them, ° 
or isfo bad s will not. 2. Sys#ods and Césucels may exte, 
but not fo eafily as a particular Congregation: And abicubi 
_fiftendum, there mift bean end of purfuic, and referre the 
- bufineffe to the judgement of Jefus Chrift, the King of the 
Church. Asincafe of Parliaments, the higheft Tribunal |. 
that we have,they may etre ; and if they doe, private perfons 

- muft fic downe, or appeale tothe next. But that is a ftrange 
affertion, [That st was not the parpofe of Chrift to preferibe a 
rule for the removal of all offences ont of the Church , but only 
[ach private and “fe heinous, as grow wotoriows by obftinacy s 
For if they be publicke, the Apoftle gives another rule, to caft 


fuch 4 perfon out of all communion, without that admonition,  -— 


 &c.] Reply: The Apoftle did aot meane abfolurely, that 

they fhould caft out the éaceffuons perfon ; but fuppofing his 
impenitency,and obftinacy, to give fatisfaction : For I can. 
not imagine, that the Apoftle would have an humbled, pe- 
nitent offender caft out of all communion; And you 
know, it is fuppofed by many learned Déwives, the man 
was not excommunicated, but upon the charge, reproofe, 
and admonition, yeelded and efcaped the cenfure:Of which, 
more by andby. — | 
But (fay you) What if she whole Prefbytery offend? or. fuch 

4 party as will draw a faction inthe Church? The readieft courfe 
is to bring the matter to 4 Synod.| But you have prefcribed 
two other remedies ellewhere: 1. The Brethren may withe 
draw, or 2. they may proceed to cenfare their whole Pref- 
bytery,that is,(I thinke)to excommernicatethem $ why then 
{hould they trauble themfelves with aSyaod,which is hardly 
procured 


procured? Jf the Congregation be found falthfull andwiling _ 
jo remove an ffence, by due cenfare, why fheuld the offencebe 
called up to more publick Iudicature, and the plaiper madebros- 
der thanthe forez}. They are yout owne words, page 42. I 


- forbearethe other abjeGtions, — - 
_ Arg.3. From the practife and example of the Church of Co- 
riath.\ Obj. This was tie actof Pasi, no act of judiciall 
authority in the Church, but rather of {fubje@tion to his fen- 
tence, &c. Sel. (The judgement of Paul, was not ajudicial 
fentence delivering him to Satan + but ajudicious dictrineana 
infraction, teaching them whats to doe in that cafe.\ Reply: 
Thus you may evade that other Text, where yet you grant, 
that Paslalone did excommunicate Alexander, and juttifie 
his doing of it, as [having in him the power of the whole 
Church + and when abfent from the Church, or party, he might 
 gfeit.| Are not the places paralell ¢ [have delivered him 
to Satan; and I have judged already, that {uch an one be de- 
livered to Satan : Elfe it might be faid, Paul did not deliver 
Alexander to Satan, butonly judged it doGtrinally, that the 
Church ought to excommunicate him 5 And that the 
Church did, by ajuridicall {entence, deliver the inceftuous 
perfonto Satan, is not evident (as L{aid afore) but rather, 
that hearing of the Apoftles fentence de creed againft him, 
he repented, and fo the execution was ftayed. Sufficient ui- 
so the man isthe rebuke of many,2 Cor.2.6 | As for their for- 
giveneffeof him, it might be only bretherly, by way of cha- 
rity, as offended by him,notjaridicall by way of authority : 
For the brethren (by your owne confeffion) had only'Li- 
berty,nor Authority, and ergo,could not authoritatively for- 
give him,as not sathoritasively bindhim: The fame power 


binds and loofes: But the E/ders only. did or could authori- ° 


tatively bind ;-¢rge, 


en kane 
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2. Some inthe Church of Corinth cid it ; wie. the 
Presbytery. Sol, [it # apparent by the Text, that the Bre: 
thren concurred, and that wih fome act of power 5 viz: fuch 
power as the want of putting itforth, retarded the [entence and 
the pursing it forth, was requifiteto the adminifiration of the 
featence.\ Reply » This is not evident in the Text 5 yea, if 
_fuch power be inthe Brethren, furely it is more than liberty, 
itis dire authority, viz..a negative vote, to retard the fen- 
tence, which isas much as the Elders have : If you meane 
only ajadgement of difcretion,and a withdrawing, to execute 
the fentence, it is true, that liberty they have, arationall con. 
fent, or diffent, but that is rather a pafive, than an aive 
concurrence tothe fentence. But the queftion is, whether 
the fentence be null, ifthey will not concurre to it: Tf fo, 
then the Apoftles own fentence might have been nullified, 
when he delivered this patty,or Aécaxder to Satan ; and he 


obj. 


2 


4 


could not fay, I have delivered him unto Satan: For it _ 
was in the peoples power (and a /iberty, you fay, purchafed 
- Sor them by Chriff) co retard or {peed the fentence. Not one 
Of your reafons prove, that the Brethren concurred actively 
tothe fentence: For 1.the whole Church might (and were) 
reproved, for not mowrning, and for not withdrawing; for 
their parts ; not for not fentencing of him. 2. The Com- 
. Mandement was dire@ed to the Church, when gathered to- 
gether, yet not to all alike; the prefence of the Brethren, the 
sentence of the Elders: Many: things’ are'fo dire@ed to a 
whole Church, which yer mutt ref pectively be executed. 
As ifthe Apoftle fhould fay, when you are all gathered'to- | 
gether, I will thac there be preaching and adminiftration of 
Sacraments; doth this: command* concerne actively the 
Brethren? 3. The Apoftles words doe not declare this a& 
of theirs to be ajudiesaat: when be Jayes, [Dee not - 
“48 FRAZE:. 
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judge shem that are within? | Even this firft may bereick 
red to the Offieers , and fecondly, it is by your felfe under- 
ftood of ajudgement of difcretion,not of authority(of which 


we fpeake.) A judgement of difcretion, is allowed all the 


peopleatan 4fizes, but this hath no power at all init, pro- 
perly fo called : And truly, if the Apoftles words carry 


_any colour of judgement inthe Brethren, it may feeme taim< 


porta judgement of aathority, rather than of d:fcretion ; 
fo he gives them more than you dare plead for; though not 


- more than, I feare,they will erelongufurpe. 4. Ic isgran- 
ted, the Breshres may and mutt forgive him, as wellas the 
_Biders, but not with one and the fame kind of forgwexeffe. 


The people at an Affizes,doe intheir judgement of difcretion, 


acquit the party whom the Zadge and Iry doe acquit, with 


‘the judgement of Authority. What poore and weak proofes 


are thefe,for a matter of fuch moment ¢ as eafily denyedyas 
affirmed. 


0bj.3. Corinth was a Presbytertall Church. Sol [Ne - 


fach thing appeares.\ Reply : Yt more than probably ap- 
peares , it being a Mother-City, where God had much 
people, and they had many E/ders and Teachers, with ex- 
cellent gifts (as you gran’) it is not likely therefore they had 
but one Congregation : And if there were many, it may as 
piobably be faid,that this command was dire&ted to the El- 


- ders of feverall Congregations,met together,as the contrary 


can by you be proved. | 
. Are.4. (From the guilt of offence. which lyeth upon every 
Church, when any offence committed by their members, lycih 
unsenfured.as on Pergamus, Thyatira,&c.] Sol. Is doth aot 
appeare that thofe Churches were each, but one fiogle 
Congregation ; but of fome of them the contrary ; ds 
Ephefi, which had many E/ders, and much peop!e con- 
‘ M2 ‘verted, 
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out, and determined, and the way of truth and peace declared, 


“andinopofedupon the Churches. ae 
° ‘This Propofition you undertake to make good by two 


Arguments : Firft, [Froe the want of power in [uch a © 
Church, to paffe a binding fentence:, becan{e the promife of 


* 


binding and loofing & made to 4 Church: 1008 erring, 2,agree-— 


ing truth,18.17,0cC. 


Inanfwer hereunto, I willnot fay, That this Argument — 


proves not the propofition .for it proves indeed,that a parti- 


cular Church is not the firft Subject of this power and aus 


thority, but it doth not prove that a Syaedis : But this I fay, 
that by this way of arguing, a Church can feldome or ne- 


ver have power to bind or loofe, when there is not an#s/- 


werfall agreeesent, which how rarely it happens, experience 
tels us now, and will doe more hereafter, in your Owne 
Churches:Few Churches there are,that fo walke together in 
peace and truth, that there is no difagreeing party among 
‘them therefore that power is {eldome in their hands, but 
upon every difference or faction amonett them, their power 


‘reverts toa Synod, and fo a Synod nutt be called (whichis — 


not eafily done) and troubled with every difference of a 


Congregation , which you impute (unjuftly) asa fault,upon 
the Prefbyterial way. 2. You have otherwife determined — 


in the way. Suppole the whole Presbytery be in an errour 
ot {candall (as they may) fhall the faction now deveft the 
Brethren of theit power and authority, to cenfure and caft 
them out? which you have fully given them there, and 
here doe feem to take away. 3. You mitigate the bufineffe 
mich: when you fay, [4 Synod of Churshes és she firft [ub- 
ject of that power, whereby errour 4 convincea,&c. andthe 
gody of trath and peace declared andimpofed on the Church. | 


For all this is only a deftvinall declaranien, and impofition, 
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not authoritatively by way of jarifé dition. The cenfure you : 


referve to the Congregation, where you had placed it be- — 


- fore. But what if the Syed of Churches erre or difagree, & 
_ there bea faction alfo amongft them ¢ you will know your. 


owne words : ['Averring, or difagreeing Charch binds not.) 
So all will come to nothing : The cenfure of the Synod 
binds not ; for they can but declare what istruth : Thecen- | 
fure of the particular Charch binds not ; for they areina 
faction : fo you give the Brethren a power, and prefently 
take it away againe. If thena confiderable party fall into 
errour or faGion, by variance, they prefently lofe (likethe — 
Bee her fting) their power of binding and foofing; and if - 
this be but once knowne (as it cannot be hid) how eafie is it 


for any Delinquent to make a party, or faction, andfoefcape — 
_ all binding cenfuresfeeing neither the Charch erring, or at , 
-variance,nor a Sy#od hath any binding power? + 


Your fecond Argument, is, [Frome the patterne, AGs 15. 
1.8c. When there grew erronr and faction in the Charch of 
Antioch, they determine not the cafe, but referred it tothe Ape- 


files and Elders.| But firft, the Church of lerufalem did 


only dodtrinally declare the truth ; they did not ceniure the 


-erring Brethres ({o you pleaded above) but referred that to. 
-the Church of Antioch. 2. If declaration bad been f{uffici- 


ent,the Church of Avtioch needed not to have fent fo farre 
as lerufalers ; Paul and Barnabas were able enough to ae- 


clare the truth at home ; and {o, that particular Church, 


though erring and at variance, was the firft fubje& of that 
power, here given to a Sywod. 3. Youmiflay the compa- 
rifon; when-you fay, As tathecafe of anoffence of a faith- 
full brother, perfiftedin the matter ts at laf judged in a church, 
which wa Congregation of the faithful » fo inthe offence of 


4 Church, the mater iat laf judgedin a congregation of Cher- 
‘ee CoS, KEoy 


of the Keyes,&c. 


-- you doe meerely eqaivocate with us. The judgement, oi the 
Church upon a Brother ,is juridical, even by way ot cenfure, 


of excommunication > Butthe judgement of a Syxod is only 


d-érinall and declarative. If you grant any more, youand 
Weaic aprcedaniie i ty, | 3 
Before I conclude this propofition, I only animadver 


thefe few things: 1. That you grant the 4/fembly of the | 


Apoftles and Eiders at lerufalem, A&s 15.1, to have beena 
formal Synod, wherein your Difciples here doe difcent 
from you,as appeares in their Epiftle 5 and call it only a Con- 
_fultasion, by way of Arbitration : To which Arbitration, ic 
“feemes the Church of Azsioch was not bound to ftand ; for 
they did no: (for ought appeares) promife or bind them- 
felves to {tand to their a-bitrement ; nor might they fo bind 
themfelves (by your docfrine, and theirs too) for that were 


[te give away their priviledge purchafed by the. blond of TheKeyes 
Chrift. 2. You yeeld alfo,that the Apoftles did not a@ here- P-57- 


in as Apoftles,and determine the matter byApoftolicall Au: 
thority ; but as £/ders,in an ordinary way,as the whole pro- 
ceeding inthe bufineffe proves, as youwell obferve : Yet 
your Schollers here, fubmit not to your doc#rine, as they pro- 
feffe in their Epiftle , though they neither fhew any reafon 
for it, nor confure yours. 3. You calla Sy#od a Congrega- 


. tion of Churches (for what 1.2 Synod but a Church of Chur- 


ches) and yet deny, that a Prefbytery of Churches is ever 
called a Church. 4. You fay: The Elders there (at Jeru- 


falem) were not a few, she BeleeversinJcrufalem being msany » 


theufands.\ Therefore, fay wee, they were more than 
‘could meet together in one place, and yet called but one 
Church : whence we may inferse, There. was not an Za- 


foes ees. 
— ohes,8ce.} For the judgement is not of thedame kind, but 
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2 dependent Church of one, but a Profbyteriall Church, of — | 
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many Congregations. Laftly, you fay ; [Th patterne i. 


plainly fhewesh to whom the Key of Aathority is committed, 
when there groweth offence and difference in 4 Charch.\ But 
the Key of Authority (if you remember what you faid 
above) hath this power in it, as to adminifter the Scales, 
{fo to bind an obftinate offender under excommunication - 
arid to releafe and forgive him upon repentance. Grant 
- but your Syved of Churches, fucha Key of Authority, to” 
bind an offending party,or Church, and to releafethem 
upon repentance, and the matter is at an end. But if - 
you grant no more, but a dodérinall declarative power, 
-you grant but what every Paftor fingle hath. And whe- 
ther this be the Key of Authority, given by our Saviour 
to the Church, let every indifferent Reader judge. 
And now you come to your Corollaties, concerning 
the Independency of Churches, to thew how they are, orare: 
not Independent : Wherein, 1 purpofe not to follow you's 
and that for this reafon ; becaufe, for the moft part, 
you doe but repeate what you have faid before : You 
fay, your felfe, [Youtake she "2 Subjeéh, and she Inde- 
pendent Subject to be all one. Therefore, fay 1, if the 
Church of a particular Congregation be not the jfirf 
Subjec of ail Church- power, as is evinced above, nei- 
ther is it the Zadependent SubjeG of that power. I have 
only fome’ things to ‘obferve in your fecond Corellarie, 
and then I fhall conclude : You fay; [Te e/tabli(hmens 
of pare Religion, and the Reformasion of corruptions im Re. 
Ligton, doe much concerne the civill peace : if. Religion be 
corrupted, there will be warre in the gates, Judges 5. 8. 
and nopeaceto bint that: tommerh in, ot gocth out, 2 Chron. 
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RG. 945,60 But where Rellglon rejoyceth, the civill Seate 
—— flonvifoesh.) And this you truly refer. to.the Civill Magi- 
ftrate ;‘ [partly by commanding , and by ftirring -up the 


Churches and Minifters thereof, to goe about it, intbeir - 


(pirituall way: partly alfo, by civill punifhments upon the 

Gopal ‘oppofers and psa bi of the: fame.) Where- 

upon I defireto know, 1. ‘By what. Authority our Bre. 
$ 


en here in Old-Englasd, having not only Chriftian _ 


- Magiftrates, covenanting.to reforme ; but alfo, calling 
and commanding an Affembly of Diwines, to re- 
forme according to. the Word, doe take upon them to 
— fet up, and eftablifh a forme of Church-Government 
of their owne, before they have demonftrated it to 
be the way of God ; to the-great diftutbance of the 
‘peace, both of Church and ‘State ¢ 2.1 doe demand 
~. alfo, why many of your @//ciples here, plead for a To- 
 derasion of all Religions (which you will not tollerate 
in New-England) which they cal\ Ziberty of confcience, 
and the profecution of fuch difturbers, they call per- 
fecution : When as they may heare you fay, [7+ be- 
lones to the Magiftrate to punifh the wilful oppofers and 
_ difturbers of Reformation: | And more then that, you 
~ tell them ; (Of the Timses.of the New Teftament it: 
prophefied, shat in fome cafes, capital punifhment (hall 
proceed againft falfe Prophets , and that by procurement 
of sheir ncareft kindred, Zach.13.3- Asd.the execution 
shereof, % defcribed, Rev.16. 4.to7. Where the rivers 
and fountaines of waters (that w, the Priefts and le[uits, 
shat conveigh the Religion of she Sea of Rome, through- 
gus she Countries) are turned 80 bloud, that w,bave bloud 
given them to drinke by the ges Magiftrates) af 
tnis 
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‘are all othet erroxeous, (chifmaticall, blajphemome S 


ries to be tolerated ¢ I leave them to confider itjand 


you and them toreconcile this and other yourmany. 

”~ differences and contradiGtions amongft your 

| -felves : And when you are well agreed 

> Gi the way, we fhall confider how. nies 
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